


THE ARTS 
MATTER.

Your source for arts and culture 
programming from around the globe.

 hawaiipublicradio |   @WeAreHPR 
Free mobile app “hpr”

hawaiipublicradio.org

IS YOUR HOME FOR
CLASSICAL MUSIC

KIPH 88.3, KIPM 89.7,
KAHU 91.3, K239BV 95.7

K283CR 104.5

IS NEWS, TALK, 
ENTERTAINMENT, JAZZ, 
BLUES, AND WORLD MUSIC
KANO 89.1, KKUA 90.7, 
KHPH 88.7, K235CN 94.9

Thank you for supporting the 
Kamuela Philharmonic Orchestra.

https://www.hawaiipublicradio.org/


FROM THE MAESTRO
Aloha and welcome to the start of another 
exciting symphonic season with your Kamuela 
Philharmonic.

We have an incredible program for you today, 
featuring three remarkable compositions and a 
truly outstanding pianist.

Pictures at an Exhibition is one of the most 
iconic works in the orchestral repertoire — a vivid musical journey inspired by 
artwork. Each “Promenade” invites you to imagine strolling through a grand 
gallery, pausing before each piece to experience a new scene, character, or 
emotion. It’s not only a beautiful work of art, but also tremendous fun.

Mozart’s lively overture to his opera Le nozze di Figaro launches us into 
the afternoon with wit, brilliance, and energy. One of the most performed 
overtures in the world, it sets the perfect tone for a day of symphonic delights.

Then we welcome our extraordinary guest artist, Hawai‘i’s own Dr. Tyler 
Flores Ramos. Celebrated internationally for his thoughtful, engaging, and 
virtuosic performances, Dr. Ramos will bring both dazzling technique and 
deep lyricism to Chopin’s First Piano Concerto — a work that combines poetic 
beauty with thrilling technical challenges.

Your support for the Philharmonic continually inspires us to raise the 
bar for live symphonic music here on Hawai‘i Island. This orchestra is a true 
reflection of our community, bringing together musicians from across the 
island — and beyond — to create powerful performances for you.

We hope you enjoy today’s concert and will consider becoming even 
more involved with the Philharmonic ‘ohana.

Mahalo nui loa,

Brian Dollinger
Artistic Director & Conductor
Kamuela Philharmonic

mailto:susangarrod%40yahoo.com?subject=I%20Saw%20Your%20Ad%20in%20the%20Philharmonic%20Concert%20Program
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Pictures is made possible with support from
Joanne & David Turner, Fred Dosher & Carol Greenwell, and 

Niel Thomas & Hermine Baker

Overture to Le nozze di Figaro, K.492 ............. Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
Piano Concerto No. 1 in E minor, Op. 11 .......................... Frédéric Chopin

I.	 Allegro maestoso
II.	 Romance: Larghetto
III.	 Rondo: Vivace

Dr. Tyler Flores Ramos, piano

— INTERMISSION —

Pictures at an Exhibition ............................................. Modest Mussorgsky
Promenade

I.	 Gnomus 
Promenade

II.	 II vecchio castello 
Promenade

III.	 Tuileries (Dispute d’enfants après jeux)
IV.	 Bydło 

Promenade
V.	 Ballet des poussins dans leurs coques
VI.	 Samuel Goldenberg und Schmuÿle
VII.	 Limoges – Le marché
VIII.	 Catacombæ: Sepulcrum Romanum
IX.	 Cum mortuis in lingua mortua
X.	 La cabane sur des pattes de poule (Baba-Yaga)
XI.	 La grande porte de Kiev

PICTURES
Brian Dollinger, Artistic Director & Conductor
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PROGRAM NOTES
WOLFGANG AMADEUS MOZART (1756–1791)
Overture to Le nozze di Figaro, K. 492

Mozart’s overture to The Marriage of Figaro is a sparkling 
curtain-raiser to one of the most beloved operas in history. 
Written in 1786, it brims with quicksilver strings, brilliant 
woodwinds, and energetic drive. Although the overture 

never quotes themes from the opera itself, it captures the wit, elegance, 
and high-spirited mischief of the story, in which clever servants outwit their 
aristocratic masters.

Audiences have long delighted in its breathless forward momentum, 
sudden contrasts, and seamless craftsmanship. It is music that seems to 
smile, full of warmth and humor, yet always polished with Mozart’s unfailing 
elegance. The overture has become a concert hall favorite, standing on 
its own as one of the greatest examples of musical comedy distilled into 
symphonic form.

FRÉDÉRIC CHOPIN (1810–1849)
Piano Concerto No. 1 in E minor, Op. 11

Dr. Tyler Ramos, piano

When Chopin introduced his E minor concerto in Warsaw in 
1830, he was just twenty years old but already recognized 

as a brilliant pianist with an original voice. This concerto, though technically 
his second, became known as his “First” because it was published earlier. The 
work highlights not only Chopin’s dazzling keyboard technique but also his 
gift for lyrical expression that would forever change the way composers wrote 
for the piano.

The opening Allegro maestoso begins with an expansive orchestral 
introduction before the piano enters with noble, songful phrases. The 
dialogue between orchestra and soloist is elegant rather than combative, 
showcasing Chopin’s view of the piano as a singer supported by instrumental 
colors. The slow movement, Romance: Larghetto, is often compared 
to a nocturne—tender, dreamlike, and inward-looking, with delicate 
ornamentation floating above the orchestra. The finale, Rondo: Vivace, bursts 
to life with rhythms inspired by Polish folk dances, playful and exuberant, 
bringing the concerto to a jubilant close.

Unlike many Romantic concertos that cast the piano as a heroic 
force battling the orchestra, Chopin’s work keeps the piano at the center, 
surrounded by orchestral textures that serve as frame and foil. The concerto 
remains a youthful yet profound statement of his genius, filled with poetry, 
brilliance, and a distinctly personal voice.

https://kamuelaphil.org


6 K A M U E L A P H I L . O R G

MODEST MUSSORGSKY (1839–1881)
Pictures at an Exhibition

Mussorgsky’s Pictures at an Exhibition was inspired by an 
art exhibit of his friend Viktor Hartmann, who had died 
suddenly in 1873 at the age of 39. Deeply affected by the 
loss, Mussorgsky created a suite of musical “pictures,” 

each representing a different painting, linked by a recurring Promenade 
theme that portrays the composer himself wandering through the gallery.

The suite vividly transforms visual images into music. The grotesque 
Gnomus evokes a gnarled wooden toy come to life; Bydło depicts the heavy 
tread of oxen pulling a cart; Ballet of the Unhatched Chicks flutters with 
playful humor; Samuel Goldenberg and Schmuÿle contrasts a pompous rich 
man with the whining interruptions of a poor beggar; Baba-Yaga conjures 
a terrifying witch’s hut mounted on chicken legs; and The Great Gate of Kiev 
rises in monumental grandeur, celebrating a design Hartmann sketched for a 
triumphal city gate.

Originally written for solo piano, Pictures was later orchestrated by several 
composers, but it was Maurice Ravel’s 1922 version that secured its place as 
a cornerstone of the symphonic repertoire. Ravel’s orchestration highlights 
every color and texture of Mussorgsky’s vision, transforming the piano 
sketches into a dazzling orchestral showpiece that remains one of the most 
popular and thrilling works in the concert hall today.

GUEST ARTIST
DR. TYLER RAMOS

Dr. Tyler Flores Ramos is an 
award-winning pianist praised for 
performances that are “deeply 
thought-provoking, colorful, and 
ethereal” (Hawai‘i Music Teachers 
Association). He studied with Ellen 
Masaki, Thomas Yee, and later earned 
his DMA in Piano Performance 
and Literature from the Eastman 
School of Music. A top-prize winner 
at national competitions, Dr. Ramos 
has performed across the U.S. and 
Canada and appeared at the Banff, 
Chautauqua, and Colburn festivals. 
He teaches at the University of 
Hawai‘i at Mānoa and Punahou 
School, where he inspires students of 
all ages to explore and excel in music.Photo by Mindi Acosta

https://kamuelaphil.org


7 K A M U E L A P H I L . O R G

In 2016, Maestro Dollinger was appointed the 
Artistic Director & Conductor for the Kamuela 
Philharmonic Orchestra. His charisma, energy, 
technical clarity, deep musical passion continues 
to inspire musicians and audiences alike across 
the country. He continues into his 22nd season 
as the Conductor and Music Director of the 
Muscatine Symphony Orchestra and was recently 
appointed the Music Director & Conductor of the 
Southwest Symphony Orchestra in the suburbs
of Chicago.

Whether on the concert stage performing 
masterworks or pops, or in the orchestra pit 
conducting opera and ballet, his personable 
approach combined with his clear conducting 
technique have come together to create a 

fun, inviting, energetic, and enriching atmosphere at each rehearsal and 
performance. He has conducted a variety of orchestras including the 
Georgia Symphony Orchestra, Kamuela Philharmonic Orchestra, Quad Cities 
Symphony Orchestra, Northwest Indiana Symphony Orchestra, Marion 
Philharmonic Orchestra, Idaho Falls Symphony Orchestra,  Muncie Symphony 
Orchestra, and Southwest Symphony Orchestra in Illinois.

Maestro Dollinger has collaborated with various dance companies in 
standard and non-traditional performances. He has worked with small, local 
studios as well as larger regional companies like Peoria Ballet, Gateway 
Ballet, and the Quad Cities Ballet. Since his appointment to the Philharmonic 
he has joined forces with musicians and dancers from the West Hawai‘i Dance 
Theatre and Academy in performances of Tchaikovsky’s The Nutcracker. He 
has been appointed the Music Director & Conductor for the WHDT ballet orchestra.

Among his many interests, conducting staged performances of opera 
and musicals remains extra special for him.  He has conducted many staged 
performances including Die Fledermaus, The Tenderland, Showboat, My Fair 
Lady, Gianni Schicci, and many more.

Maestro Dollinger is a frequent conductor and clinician for various youth 
string festivals, competitions, and workshops. When Mr. Dollinger is on 
Hawai‘i Island, he enjoys working with student ensembles as well as speaking 
to the youngest students about music. He was the guest conductor for the 
Illinois Music Educator’s District Festival held on the campus of Western 
Illinois University in November of 2018 and 2019. He conducted the IMEA 
District #3 Festival in 2019 as well. In March of 2019, he was the featured 
wind ensemble conductor at the NUIC Music Conference Festival. During 
the ’16-17 season, Maestro Dollinger was the guest conductor at the Iowa 
Junior Honors Festival held in Ames, Iowa. He has been invited on numerous 
occasions to conduct at Illinois Music Educators Association events, including 

Photo by Steven Roby

ABOUT OUR MAESTRO

https://kamuelaphil.org
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all-day festivals rehearsing, teaching, mentoring, and performing with some 
of the state’s best high school symphonic musicians. He was the conductor 
of the 2014 Metro Orchestra Festival in Cedar Rapids (IA) and was a guest 
clinician at the Jefferson Orchestra Invitational in 2016, which was also held 
in Cedar Rapids. Mr. Dollinger has been a recurrent guest conductor with the 
Northwest Indiana Youth Symphony Orchestra.

When here on Hawai‘i Island, Maestro Dollinger makes it a point to work 
with young musicians in their school environments. He has spent countless 
hours with music students all across the island as well as with young 
elementary school students. Mr. Dollinger has partnered with the Kailua-Kona 
Public Library and presented a wide variety of music sessions with children of 
all ages.

During his studies, he has studied with many prestigious pedagogues. 
Larry Rachleff, Adrian Gnam, Leonid Korchmar, Manual Alvarez, and Glenn 
Block are but a few of his mentors. Mr. Dollinger has also been awarded a 
number of academic honors including induction into the Phi Kappa Lambda 
Honor Society.

Maestro Dollinger has a unique perspective for a symphony orchestra 
conductor having served in the United States Marine Corps where he was a 
part of Operations Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom. During his time in 
the Marine Corps, he also took part in numerous humanitarian joint task force 
missions to impoverished Central American countries.

For more information about Maestro, visit briandollinger.com.

Photo by Danny Waddell

https://kamuelaphil.org
http://www.briandollinger.com
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Sharon Cannon
Barbara Coffman
Mary Collier
Joanie Collins
Lori Huff

ADVISORY COUNCIL
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Binti Bailey
President – Acting

Laura Leonberger
Treasurer 

James A. Monk
Secretary

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

VIOLIN I
Ursula Vietze-Koehler 
    Concertmaster 
Katie Button 
Rena Wang 
AeKyong Yoon 
Andrew Wu 
Morgan Chan 
Cathy Young

VIOLIN II
Joel Gimpel 
Elise Doran 
Kauai Paule 
Joanie Collins 
Joanne Turner 
Jennifer Haywood-Farmer

VIOLA
Susan McGovern 
Gary Yap 
Valeriia Yoder 
Chiyoko Terada 
Marya Szaur

CELLO
Kelly Stuart 
Ruth Miyamoto 
Cheryl Lindley 
Julie Salis

DOUBLE BASS
Sayuri Yamamoto 
Aaron Wehrman 
Ronald Delano

FLUTE
JoAnna Byng 
Barbara Coffman

OBOE
Merry Kay Kiyan 
Dave Masunaga 
     english horn 
Peter Bosted

CLARINET
Robbie Brown 
David Turner 
Melissa Thompson 
   bass clarinet

BASSOON 
Lori Rosenbauer Huff

BASSOON
Lisa Wells 
Chris Ventura 
Bill Lamden 
    contrabassoon

HORN
Jessica Dahlke 
Marie Lickway 
Nicolas Au 
Sara Kamibayashi

TRUMPET
Farley Sangels 
Ross Roussel 
Russ Button

TROMBONE
Jenny Brown 
Sterling Davis 
    euphonium 
Michael Smellie

TUBA
Garry Russell

TIMPANI
Sharon Cannon

PERCUSSION
Larry Boucher 
Albert Mackey 
Keira Ida Ayu

ROSTER OF MUSICIANS

DIRECTORS 
Peggy Kent
Pam Livingston
Bill Schallenberg
David Turner
Development
Jesse Yoder

Joel E. Gimpel
President Emeritus

David Masunaga
Elizabeth Robinson
Julie Salis
Sandra Tran
Joanne Turner

https://kamuelaphil.org
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ADMINISTRATION
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR & CONDUCTOR
Brian Dollinger

SMALL ENSEMBLE COORDINATOR 
Jesse Yoder

GRANT MANAGER
Brenda McConnell

EDUCATION COORDINATOR 
Sharon Cannon

MARKETING CONSULTANT
Danny Waddell

BOOKKEEPER 
Jolene Wike

PRESTISSIMO  
($25,000 & ABOVE)
Ann & Thomas Hill 
Ursula & Paul Koehler 
Terry & Rob Ryan 
Joanne & David Turner

PRESTO 
($10,000 TO $24,999)
Anonymous 
Atherton Foundation 
SFCA – Biennium Grant 
County of Hawai‘i 
Carol & Clive Davies 
Fred Dosher & Carol Greenwell 
Hawai‘i Community 
Foundation 
Kosasa Foundation 
Laura Jane Musser Fund 
Jim Monk 
NEA – Challenge America Grant 
John M. Ross Foundation 
Serendipity Fund 
Niel Thomas & Hermine Baker

VIVACE 
($5000 TO $9999)
Anonymous 
GiveGab

ALLEGRO 
($1000 TO $4999)
Anonymous 
Binti Bailey 
Christine's Deli 
Vivian Green 

Heather & Darren 
Hamilton 
Cathleen Keene 
Lava Luxury Realty 
Pam Livingston 
William Schallenberg 
Debra Sims 
Sue Welter 
Bailey Wharton 
Dennis & Julie Yates

MODERATO 
($500 TO $999)
Michael & Ruth Bernstone 
Paul Dalquist 
Tom Daniel 
Howard & Norma Edelman 
Foodland Give Aloha 
Program 
Debra Fulton 
Richard Gilsdorf 
Howard Gimpel 
Lori Huff 
Joel Gimpel & Jan Rae 
Kolea Management 
Services 
Laura Leonberger 
Cynthia & Bruce Maryanoff 
Brenda McConnell & 
Sharon Cannon 
Robert Nelson 
Joann Roberts & Denise 
Sanders 
Dale & Ken Ross 

Gary Ross 
Melissa & Pamela 
Thompson 
Alan & Marcia Watt

ANDANTE 
(UP TO $499)
Anonymous 
Amia Adonai 
Darlene Ashley 
Joan & Randy Campell 
Drew Cheng 
Kathleen Fay & Carlos 
Barrios 
Susan Garrod 
Kevin Hakoda 
Juri Ishida 
Wayne Kawakami 
Laura Leonberger 
Qianqui Liu 
​Joan Mendhetti 
Susan McGovern 
Carl & Karen Miller 
Yumi Nakamoda 
Network for Good 
​Vanessa Norman 
Jerry & Sandy Parsons 
​Mace Peng 
Sharon Wilcox 
Fun Kuen Wu 
Gary Yap

MAHALO TO OUR 
2024-26 SEASON SUPPORTERS

https://kamuelaphil.org
https://www.arts.gov/
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Connect with Us
Subscribe to our Keck Nation E-Newsletter to learn about:
Science Discoveries • Educational Events • Astronomy Talks

Mahalo to our sponsors Rob & Terry Ryan

Scan QR Code 
to Sign Up

https://www.keckobservatory.org/

