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FROM THE MAESTRO
Aloha and welcome to our 2025 POPS! 
concert!

While I love all sorts of symphonic music 
spanning hundreds of years and countless 
masterpieces, our annual POPS! concert 
is one I always look forward to. Sharing 
music from some of my favorite movies 
and television shows with you is truly a 
thrill. Every tune, medley, and song could 
inspire a talk story that lasts for hours!

These concerts are also a wonderful way to introduce new audience 
members to live symphonic music through familiar melodies that "everyone 
will know!" Having that sense of recognition gives newcomers the confidence 
to experience what so many of us already love about the concert hall.

Today's performance spans a variety of cinematic themes and holds 
a special treat for Star Wars fans. The iconic line "May the Force be with 
you" has transformed into "May the Fourth be with you," making today a 
celebration of that beloved galaxy far, far away. I've been a fan since the first 
film debuted almost 50 years ago—and it’s been a joy sharing that passion 
with my own children. George Lucas and John Williams truly captured 
lightning in a bottle (many bottles)!

One tradition I’m excited to bring from my mainland pops concerts is not 
listing the repertoire in the program. “WHAT?!?!” you might say! It’s so much 
fun to hear the spontaneous reactions from the audience as each new piece is 
revealed. I hope today brings you a few delightful surprises.

The POPS! concert is always a bit bittersweet. We have an awesome 
program planned for you today, but it also marks the close of another 
wonderful Kamuela Philharmonic season. We’ve loved performing for you, 
and all of us on stage are already looking forward to diving into next season’s 
music and performances with you and your ‘ohana.

Mahalo nui loa for being here today, for supporting the Kamuela 
Philharmonic, and for supporting me as your humble conductor.

Now sit back, relax, and let’s embark on a wondrous symphonic journey 
together!

Brian Dollinger

Artistic Director and Conductor
Kamuela Philharmonic Orchestra

https://kamuelaphil.org


EXPLORE THE FULL PROGRAM ONLINE
This print program is a condensed version.

Scan the QR code to view the full musician 
roster, expanded conductor bio, and 
additional digital content for today’s concert.

SCAN ME

https://magicstrings.com/
mailto:susangarrod%40yahoo.com?subject=I%20Saw%20Your%20Ad%20in%20the%20Philharmonic%20Concert%20Program
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PRESTISSIMO  
($25,000 & ABOVE)
Ursula & Paul Koehler 
Terry & Rob Ryan 
Joanne & David Turner

PRESTO 
($10,000 TO $24,999)
Anonymous 
Atherton Foundation 
SFCA – Biennium Grant 
County of Hawai‘i 
Fred Dosher & Carol Greenwell 
Hawai‘i Community 
Foundation 
Ann & Thomas Hill 
Laura Jane Musser Fund 
Jim Monk 
NEA – Challenge America Grant 
John M. Ross Foundation 
Serendipity Fund 
Niel Thomas & Hermine Baker

VIVACE 
($5000 TO $9999)
Anonymous 
Carol & Clive Davies 
GiveGab

ALLEGRO 
($1000 TO $4999)
Anonymous 
Binti Bailey 
Christine's Deli 
Heather & Darren Hamilton 
Cathleen Keene 
Lava Luxury Realty 
Pam Livingston 
William Schallenberg 
Debra Sims 
Sue Welter 
Bailey Wharton 
Dennis & Julie Yates

MODERATO 
($500 TO $999)
Toby Alexander 
Sandra Archer 
Michael & Ruth Bernstone 
Joan & Randy Campbell 
Joanie Collins 
Ann & Richard Chiodini 
Paul Dalquist 
Tom Daniel 
Elizabeth Doran 
Judy Doty 
Howard & Norma Edelman 
Steve & Lauralynn Ellison 
Foodland Give Aloha 
Program 
Pamela Frierson 
Debra Fulton 
Donna Lee Gardner 
Vivian Green 
Richard Gilsdorf 
Howard Gimpel 
Joel Gimpel & Jan Rae 
Robert Hastings 
Kolea Management 
Services 
Laura Leonberger 
Brenda McConnell & 
Sharon Cannon 
Robert Nelson 
Wilson Owens & Carolyn 
Smith 
Joann Roberts & Denise 
Sanders 
Dale & Kevin Ross 
Dan & Judy Schermer 
Melissa & Pamela 
Thompson 
Alan & Marcia Watt 
Dee Wescott

ANDANTE 
(UP TO $499)
Anonymous 
Jim & Dawn Adams 
Amia Adonai 

Darlene Ashley 
Kathleen Fay & Carlos 
Barrios 
Steve Hamel 
Antiga Kailimai 
Karl Kindig 
Partick & Karlene Lee 
Laura Leonberger 
W & N Mahoney 
Cynthia & Bruce Maryanoff 
Shoshana & Regan 
Matsumura 
Paul & Jan-Gee McCollam 
Susan McGovern 
Carl & Karen Miller 
Angela Moreno 
Nancy Moser 
Omar Narvaez 
Network for Good 
Richard Oba 
Jerry & Sandy Parsons 
Carol Peacock 
Thomas Pinkert 
Elizabeth Pullen 
Nick Raimondo 
Linda Sankovich 
Nella & Alan Silverman 
Marie Stuart 
Dr. Roger & Lydia Weiss 
Colleen Whitty 
Sharon Wilcox 
Fun Kuen Wu 
Wendy Yamashita 
Gary Yap

MAHALO TO OUR 
2023-25 SEASON SUPPORTERS

https://kamuelaphil.org
https://www.arts.gov/


https://konastories.com/
https://konastories.com/
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Our wealth 
management 
experts are here
for one reason:
You.

Kari Clark
Investment Advisor Representative

65-1230 Mamalahoa Hwy, Suite D-21
Kamuela, Hawaii 96743, Phone: 808-737-1212
StadiaFinancial.com

https://www.stadiafinancial.com/
https://thekamuelainn.com
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In 2016, Maestro Dollinger was appointed the 
Artistic Director & Conductor for the Kamuela 
Philharmonic Orchestra. His charisma, energy, 
technical clarity, and deep musical passion 
continues to inspire musicians and audiences 
alike across the country. He continues into his 
21st season as the Conductor and Music Director 
of the Muscatine Symphony Orchestra as well 
as celebrating his 18th season with the Clinton 
Symphony Orchestra as their Music Director & 
Conductor.

Whether on the concert stage performing 
masterworks or pops, or in the orchestra pit 
conducting opera and ballet, his personable 
approach combined with his clear conducting 
technique have come together to create a 

fun, inviting, energetic, and enriching atmosphere at each rehearsal and 
performance. He has conducted a variety of orchestras including the 
Georgia Symphony Orchestra, Kamuela Philharmonic Orchestra, Quad Cities 
Symphony Orchestra, Northwest Indiana Symphony Orchestra, Marion 
Philharmonic Orchestra, Idaho Falls Symphony Orchestra,  Muncie Symphony 
Orchestra, and Southwest Symphony Orchestra in Illinois.

Maestro Dollinger has collaborated with various dance companies in 
standard and non-traditional performances. He has worked with small, local 
studios as well as larger regional companies like Peoria Ballet, Gateway 
Ballet, and the Quad Cities Ballet. Since his appointment to the Philharmonic 
he has joined forces with musicians and dancers from the West Hawai‘i Dance 
Theatre and Academy in performances of Tchaikovsky’s The Nutcracker. He 
has been appointed the Music Director & Conductor for the WHDT ballet orchestra.

Among his many interests, conducting staged performances of opera 
and musicals remains extra special for him.  He has conducted many staged 
performances including Die Fledermaus, The Tenderland, Showboat, My Fair 
Lady, Gianni Schicci, and many more.

Maestro Dollinger is a frequent conductor and clinician for various youth 
string festivals, competitions, and workshops. When Mr. Dollinger is on 
Hawai‘i Island, he enjoys working with student ensembles as well as speaking 
to the youngest students about music. He was the guest conductor for the 
Illinois Music Educator’s District Festival held on the campus of Western 
Illinois University in November of 2018 and 2019. He conducted the IMEA 
District #3 Festival in 2019 as well. In March of 2019, he was the featured 
wind ensemble conductor at the NUIC Music Conference Festival. During 
the ’16-17 season, Maestro Dollinger was the guest conductor at the Iowa 
Junior Honors Festival held in Ames, Iowa. He has been invited on numerous 
occasions to conduct at Illinois Music Educators Association events, including 

Photo by Steven Roby

ABOUT OUR MAESTRO

https://kamuelaphil.org
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all-day festivals rehearsing, teaching, mentoring, and performing with some 
of the state’s best high school symphonic musicians. He was the conductor 
of the 2014 Metro Orchestra Festival in Cedar Rapids (IA) and was a guest 
clinician at the Jefferson Orchestra Invitational in 2016, which was also held 
in Cedar Rapids. Mr. Dollinger has been a recurrent guest conductor with the 
Northwest Indiana Youth Symphony Orchestra.

When here on Hawai‘i Island, Maestro Dollinger makes it a point to work 
with young musicians in their school environments. He has spent countless 
hours with music students all across the island as well as with young 
elementary school students. Mr. Dollinger has partnered with the Kailua-Kona 
Public Library and presented a wide variety of music sessions with children of 
all ages.

During his studies, he has studied with many prestigious pedagogues. 
Larry Rachleff, Adrian Gnam, Leonid Korchmar, Manual Alvarez, and Glenn 
Block are but a few of his mentors. Mr. Dollinger has also been awarded a 
number of academic honors including induction into the Phi Kappa Lambda 
Honor Society.

Maestro Dollinger has a unique perspective for a symphony orchestra 
conductor having served in the United States Marine Corps where he was a 
part of Operations Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom. During his time in 
the Marine Corps, he also took part in numerous humanitarian joint task force 
missions to impoverished Central American countries.

For more information about Maestro, visit briandollinger.com.

ABOUT OUR MAESTRO

Photo by Danny Waddell

https://kamuelaphil.org
http://www.briandollinger.com
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ADMINISTRATION
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR & CONDUCTOR
Brian Dollinger

SMALL ENSEMBLE COORDINATOR 
Sandra Tran

GRANT MANAGER
Brenda McConnell

EDUCATION COORDINATOR 
Sharon Cannon

MARKETING CONSULTANT
Danny Waddell

BOOKKEEPER 
Jolene Wike

Sharon Cannon
Barbara Coffman
Mary Collier
Joanie Collins
Lori Huff

ADVISORY COUNCIL
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Dennis Yates
President

Binti Bailey
Vice President

David Turner
Treasurer

Niel Thomas
Secretary

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

VIOLIN I
Ursula Vietze-Koehler 
  Concertmaster 
Richard Lee 
Ray Broggini 
AeKyong Yoon 
Simona Gronic

VIOLIN II
Joel Gimpel 
Elise Doran 
Alden Young 
Jessica Salerno-Woodbury 
Joanne Turner 
Joanie Collins

VIOLA
Susan McGovern 
Gary Yap 
Chiyoko Terada 
Marya Szaur

CELLO
Kelly Stuart 
Cheryl Lindley 
Julie Salis

DOUBLE BASS
Delphina Dorrance 
Sayuri Yamamoto 
Ronald Delano

PIANO
Adrienne Cherry

FLUTE
JoAnna Byng 
Barbara Coffman

OBOE
Dave Masunaga 
Merry Kay Kiyan

CLARINET
Robbie Brown 
Richard Shields 
Melissa Thompson, b.cl

BASSOON
Lisa Wells 
Wayne Kawakami

HORN
Jessica Dahlke 
Colleen Whitty 
Nicolas Au 
Sara Kamibayashi

TRUMPET
Gary Ross 
Josh Timmons 
Logan Tsuji

TROMBONE
Jenny Brown 
Susan Garrod  
Michael Smellie

TUBA
Garry Russell

TIMPANI
Sharon Cannon

PERCUSSION
Larry Boucher 
Jordan Schifino

ROSTER OF MUSICIANS

DIRECTORS
Heather Hamilton 
Peggy Kent
Pam Livingston
James A. Monk
Bill Schallenberg
Jesse Yoder

Joel E. Gimpel
President Emeritus

David Masunaga
Elizabeth Robinson
Julie Salis
Sandra Tran
Joanne Turner

https://kamuelaphil.org
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Connect with Us
Subscribe to our Keck Nation E-Newsletter to learn about:
Science Discoveries • Educational Events • Astronomy Talks

Mahalo to our sponsors Rob & Terry Ryan

Scan QR Code 
to Sign Up

https://www.keckobservatory.org/

