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FROM THE MAESTRO
I am beyond the moon excited to be 
sharing this wonderful afternoon of live 
symphonic music with you all. I have been 
talking about this amazing program for 
so long that it hardly seems real—we are 
finally here for its performance!

Bringing a brand-new piece of music 
to life is something we have embraced 
here in Hawai‘i since my appointment as 
your Artistic Director. However, today’s 
performance is particularly special 

because of the background and inspiration behind its creation. Representing 
the State of Hawai‘i in this nationwide project is an honor that I know we all 
share and take great pride in. I’ll leave the intimate details of the project to 
Mr. Biegel, who will share more in his own words.

Celebrating one of the most iconic piano masterpieces in American 
music history will also be an incredible experience. The 100th anniversary 
of George Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue has sparked a worldwide resurgence 
of performances, and having an artist of Mr. Biegel’s caliber makes today’s 
performance even more special.

Iconic American music will fill the air today as we come together to 
celebrate and connect with some of the greatest sounds of symphonic music 
Bernstein, Copland, Gershwin—oh my!

Mahalo for your continued support of this amazing organization. I can't 
wait to chat with you all in the lobby after the concert!

Brian Dollinger

Artistic Director & Conductor
Kamuela Philharmonic

mailto:susangarrod%40yahoo.com?subject=I%20Saw%20Your%20Ad%20in%20the%20Philharmonic%20Concert%20Program


FROM THE PRESIDENT
Aloha, and mahalo for attending Inspiration 
of Unity, the third concert in our season. I'm 
pleased to welcome you to this performance, 
where we celebrate the bold, dynamic 
sounds of American symphonic music. From 
Copland’s iconic Fanfare for the Common Man to 
Bernstein’s Overture to West Side Story, today's 
program shines a spotlight on the music that has 
shaped our nation’s cultural landscape.

We are especially honored to present the 
Hawai‘i premiere of Peter Boyer’s Rhapsody 

in Red, White & Blue, part of a groundbreaking 50-state consortium project. 
Having Jeffrey Biegel as our soloist—an artist deeply connected to this 
piece—makes the experience even more special. And, what better way to 
mark the 100th anniversary of Rhapsody in Blue than hearing it live?

Before the music begins, I also want to invite you back for our Pops! 
concert on Sunday, May 4—an afternoon of beloved favorites. Mahalo for your 
support of the Kamuela Philharmonic. Enjoy the concert!

Dennis Yates

Kamuela Philharmonic
Board President

https://kamuelaphil.org/event/pops-24-25/


Inspiration of Unity is made possible with support from 
American Composers Forum, Carol & Clive Davies,

Jim Monk, and Joanne & David Turner.

Aaron Copland .................................. Fanfare for the Common Man

Leonard Bernstein ......................…….  Overture to West Side Story
Maurice Peress

Peter Boyer …...........................….  Rhapsody in Red, White & Blue

Hawai‘i Premiere – 50 State Consortium

Jeffrey Biegel, piano

— INTERMISSION —

Calvin Custer ...………......................….….. Salute to the Big Apple

George Gershwin .....................……….................Rhapsody in Blue

Jeffrey Biegel, piano

INSPIRATION
OF UNITY

Brian Dollinger, Artistic Director & Conductor
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PROGRAM NOTES
AARON COPLAND (1900–1990)
Fanfare for the Common Man

Inspired by Vice President Henry Wallace’s call for the 
"Century of the Common Man," Copland’s Fanfare for 
the Common Man (1942) is a stirring tribute to everyday 
heroes. With its noble brass and thunderous percussion, the 

piece embodies resilience and hope. Originally composed for the Cincinnati 
Symphony Orchestra during World War II, it has since become one of the most 
recognizable and revered American works.

LEONARD BERNSTEIN (1918–1990)
MAURICE PERESS (1930–2017)
Overture to West Side Story

This electrifying overture captures the energy and drama of 
West Side Story, Bernstein’s groundbreaking 1957 musical. 
Arranged by Maurice Peress, it seamlessly weaves together 

the show’s unforgettable melodies, from the pulsating Mambo to the 
heartfelt strains of Somewhere. Infused with Latin rhythms, jazz influences, 
and sweeping lyricism, the overture showcases Bernstein’s genius in blending 
classical and popular styles.

PETER BOYER (B. 1970)
Rhapsody in Red, White & Blue

Hawai‘i Premiere – 50 State Consortium
Jeffrey Biegel, piano

Commissioned as part of a historic 50-state consortium, 
Rhapsody in Red, White & Blue is a major new work 
celebrating America’s rich musical traditions. Composer 

Peter Boyer, known for his dynamic orchestral writing, pays tribute to the 
legacy of George Gershwin, blending jazz influences with sweeping classical 
textures in a piece that is both nostalgic and boldly original.

The project was spearheaded by pianist Jeffrey Biegel, whose passion 
for commissioning new works has brought this exciting composition to life. 
Tonight’s performance marks the Hawai‘i premiere, adding to the national 
journey of this piece as it makes its way across the country.

Boyer’s music, often described as cinematic and propulsive, has been 
performed by leading orchestras worldwide. With Rhapsody in Red, White & 
Blue, he continues the great American tradition of fusing classical virtuosity 
with the rhythmic spirit of jazz.

This performance is a special moment—uniting past and present, tradition 
and innovation, in a rhapsody that truly belongs to all.



https://konastories.com/
https://konastories.com/
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PROGRAM NOTES
CALVIN CUSTER (1939–1998)
Salute to the Big Apple

Custer’s Salute to the Big Apple is a vibrant medley celebrating New York 
City’s musical legacy. Featuring beloved tunes such as Give My Regards to 
Broadway and New York, New York, this orchestral arrangement captures the 
city’s energy, elegance, and showbiz flair. Custer, a versatile composer and 
arranger, skillfully blends nostalgia and excitement in this joyful tribute to the 
city that never sleeps.

GEORGE GERSHWIN (1898–1937)
Rhapsody in Blue

Jeffrey Biegel, piano

A defining work of American music, Gershwin’s Rhapsody in 
Blue (1924) fuses classical form with jazz idioms, creating an 

exhilarating piano concerto unlike any other. From its iconic opening clarinet 
glissando to its dazzling solo passages, the piece captures the energy and 
optimism of 1920s America. As Rhapsody celebrates its 100th anniversary, 
pianist Jeffrey Biegel brings his deep understanding of this masterpiece to life 
in a performance that honors its enduring legacy.

Peter Boyer & Jeffrey Biegel,  Photo by Benjamin Ealovega

https://kamuelaphil.org


GUEST ARTIST JEFFREY BIEGEL
Considered one of the world’s most prolific pianists,
Jeffrey Biegel is celebrated for his masterful interpretations 
and commitment to expanding the repertoire. He has 
commissioned over 25 works for piano and orchestra, most 
recently launching the 50-state Rhapsody National Initiative 
with Peter Boyer’s Rhapsody in Red, White & Blue, recorded 
with the London Symphony Orchestra on Naxos.

A 2024 GRAMMY® nominee for Best Choral Performance, 
Mr. Biegel’s recording of Jake Runestad’s Dreams of the Fallen 

reflects his dedication to meaningful musical storytelling. The 2024–25 
season includes world premieres with the Pacific Symphony and Louisiana 
Philharmonic Orchestra, celebrating the legacy of American music.

Mr. Biegel’s extensive discography includes the first digital recordings 
on his Naturally Sharp label, as well as numerous premieres with leading 
orchestras. A champion of new music, he has collaborated with composers 
such as Ellen Taaffe Zwilich, Kenneth Fuchs, and William Bolcom.

A graduate of The Juilliard School, Mr. Biegel is on faculty at the 
Conservatory of Music at Brooklyn College.

For more, visit jeffreybiegel.com.

https://jeffreybiegel.com
https://magicstrings.com/
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Jeffrey Biegel,  Photo by Benjamin Ealovega

Brian Dollinger & Jeffrey Biegel

https://kamuelaphil.org
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In 2016, Maestro Dollinger was appointed the 
Artistic Director & Conductor for the Kamuela 
Philharmonic Orchestra. His charisma, energy, 
technical clarity, deep musical passion continues 
to inspire musicians and audiences alike across 
the country. He continues into his 21st season 
as the Conductor and Music Director of the 
Muscatine Symphony Orchestra as well as 
celebrating his 18th season with the Clinton 
Symphony Orchestra as their Music Director & 
Conductor.

Whether on the concert stage performing 
masterworks or pops, or in the orchestra pit 
conducting opera and ballet, his personable 
approach combined with his clear conducting 
technique have come together to create a 

fun, inviting, energetic, and enriching atmosphere at each rehearsal and 
performance. He has conducted a variety of orchestras including the 
Georgia Symphony Orchestra, Kamuela Philharmonic Orchestra, Quad Cities 
Symphony Orchestra, Northwest Indiana Symphony Orchestra, Marion 
Philharmonic Orchestra, Idaho Falls Symphony Orchestra,  Muncie Symphony 
Orchestra, and Southwest Symphony Orchestra in Illinois.

Maestro Dollinger has collaborated with various dance companies in 
standard and non-traditional performances. He has worked with small, local 
studios as well as larger regional companies like Peoria Ballet, Gateway 
Ballet, and the Quad Cities Ballet. Since his appointment to the Philharmonic 
he has joined forces with musicians and dancers from the West Hawai‘i Dance 
Theatre and Academy in performances of Tchaikovsky’s The Nutcracker. He 
has been appointed the Music Director & Conductor for the WHDT ballet orchestra.

Among his many interests, conducting staged performances of opera 
and musicals remains extra special for him.  He has conducted many staged 
performances including Die Fledermaus, The Tenderland, Showboat, My Fair 
Lady, Gianni Schicci, and many more.

Maestro Dollinger is a frequent conductor and clinician for various youth 
string festivals, competitions, and workshops. When Mr. Dollinger is on 
Hawai‘i Island, he enjoys working with student ensembles as well as speaking 
to the youngest students about music. He was the guest conductor for the 
Illinois Music Educator’s District Festival held on the campus of Western 
Illinois University in November of 2018 and 2019. He conducted the IMEA 
District #3 Festival in 2019 as well. In March of 2019, he was the featured 
wind ensemble conductor at the NUIC Music Conference Festival. During 
the ’16-17 season, Maestro Dollinger was the guest conductor at the Iowa 
Junior Honors Festival held in Ames, Iowa. He has been invited on numerous 
occasions to conduct at Illinois Music Educators Association events, including 

Photo by Steven Roby

ABOUT OUR MAESTRO

https://kamuelaphil.org
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all-day festivals rehearsing, teaching, mentoring, and performing with some 
of the state’s best high school symphonic musicians. He was the conductor 
of the 2014 Metro Orchestra Festival in Cedar Rapids (IA) and was a guest 
clinician at the Jefferson Orchestra Invitational in 2016, which was also held 
in Cedar Rapids. Mr. Dollinger has been a recurrent guest conductor with the 
Northwest Indiana Youth Symphony Orchestra.

When here on Hawai‘i Island, Maestro Dollinger makes it a point to work 
with young musicians in their school environments. He has spent countless 
hours with music students all across the island as well as with young 
elementary school students. Mr. Dollinger has partnered with the Kailua-Kona 
Public Library and presented a wide variety of music sessions with children of 
all ages.

During his studies, he has studied with many prestigious pedagogues. 
Larry Rachleff, Adrian Gnam, Leonid Korchmar, Manual Alvarez, and Glenn 
Block are but a few of his mentors. Mr. Dollinger has also been awarded a 
number of academic honors including induction into the Phi Kappa Lambda 
Honor Society.

Maestro Dollinger has a unique perspective for a symphony orchestra 
conductor having served in the United States Marine Corps where he was a 
part of Operations Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom. During his time in 
the Marine Corps, he also took part in numerous humanitarian joint task force 
missions to impoverished Central American countries.

For more information about Maestro, visit briandollinger.com.

ABOUT OUR MAESTRO

Photo by Danny Waddell

https://kamuelaphil.org
http://www.briandollinger.com
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ADMINISTRATION
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR & CONDUCTOR
Brian Dollinger

SMALL ENSEMBLE COORDINATOR 
Sandra Tran

GRANT MANAGER
Brenda McConnell

EDUCATION COORDINATOR 
Sharon Cannon

MARKETING CONSULTANT
Danny Waddell

BOOKKEEPER 
Jolene Wike

Sharon Cannon
Barbara Coffman
Mary Collier
Joanie Collins
Lori Huff

ADVISORY COUNCIL

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Dennis Yates
President

Binti Bailey
Vice President

David Turner
Treasurer

Niel Thomas
Secretary

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

VIOLIN I
Ursula Vietze-Koehler 
  Concertmaster 
Jennifer Tiboris 
Heather Turner 
Ray Broggini 
Simona Gronic 
Laurie Shimabukuro

VIOLIN II
Joel Gimpel 
Elise Doran 
Cathy Young 
Alden Young 
Mai Kawahara 
Joanne Turner 
Joanie Collins 
Jennifer Haywood-Farmer

VIOLA
Susan McGovern 
Gary Yap 
Valeriia Yoder 
Marya Szaur 
Chiyoko Terada

CELLO
Kelly Stuart 
Constantine Janello 
Ruth Miyamoto 
Julie Salis 
Meg Saunders

DOUBLE BASS
Delphina Dorrance 
Sayuri Yamamoto 
Ronald Delano

PIANO
Adrienne Cherry

FLUTE
Barbara Coffman 
Noah Kimura

OBOE
Dave Masunaga 
Merry Kay Kiyan

CLARINET
Robbie Brown 
David Turner 
Melissa Thompson, b.cl

BASSOON
Lisa Wells 
Wayne Kawakami

HORN
Jessica Dahlke 
Colleen Whitty 
Arianne Nakamura 
Sara Kamibayashi

TRUMPET
Gary Ross 
Josh Timmons 
Logan Tsuji

TROMBONE
Jenny Brown 
Susan Garrod  
Michael Smellie

TUBA
Garry Russell

TIMPANI
Sharon Cannon

PERCUSSION
Larry Boucher 
Julie Crouse 
Keira Ida Ayu 
    side by side student

ROSTER OF MUSICIANS

DIRECTORS
Heather Hamilton 
Peggy Kent
Pam Livingston
James A. Monk
Bill Schallenberg
Jesse Yoder

Joel E. Gimpel
President Emeritus

David Masunaga
Elizabeth Robinson
Julie Salis
Sandra Tran
Joanne Turner

https://kamuelaphil.org
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PRESTISSIMO  
($25,000 & ABOVE)
Ursula & Paul Koehler 
Terry & Rob Ryan 
Joanne & David Turner

PRESTO 
($10,000 TO $24,999)
Anonymous 
Atherton Foundation 
SFCA – Biennium Grant 
County of Hawai‘i 
Fred Dosher & Carol Greenwell 
Hawai‘i Community 
Foundation 
Ann & Thomas Hill 
Laura Jane Musser Fund 
Jim Monk 
NEA – Challenge America Grant 
John M. Ross Foundation 
Serendipity Fund 
Niel Thomas & Hermine Baker

VIVACE 
($5000 TO $9999)
Anonymous 
Carol & Clive Davies 
GiveGab

ALLEGRO 
($1000 TO $4999)
Anonymous 
Binti Bailey 
Christine's Deli 
Heather & Darren Hamilton 
Cathleen Keene 
Lava Luxury Realty 
Pam Livingston 
William Schallenberg 
Debra Sims 
Sue Welter 
Bailey Wharton 
Dennis & Julie Yates

MODERATO 
($500 TO $999)
Toby Alexander 
Sandra Archer 
Michael & Ruth Bernstone 
Joan & Randy Campbell 
Joanie Collins 
Ann & Richard Chiodini 
Paul Dalquist 
Tom Daniel 
Elizabeth Doran 
Judy Doty 
Howard & Norma Edelman 
Steve & Lauralynn Ellison 
Foodland Give Aloha 
Program 
Pamela Frierson 
Debra Fulton 
Donna Lee Gardner 
Vivian Green 
Richard Gilsdorf 
Howard Gimpel 
Joel Gimpel & Jan Rae 
Robert Hastings 
Kolea Management 
Services 
Laura Leonberger 
Brenda McConnell & 
Sharon Cannon 
Robert Nelson 
Wilson Owens & Carolyn 
Smith 
Joann Roberts & Denise 
Sanders 
Dale & Kevin Ross 
Dan & Judy Schermer 
Melissa & Pamela 
Thompson 
Alan & Marcia Watt 
Dee Wescott

ANDANTE 
(UP TO $499)
Anonymous 
Jim & Dawn Adams 
Amia Adonai 

Toby Alexander 
Darlene Ashley 
Kathleen Fay & Carlos 
Barrios 
Steve Hamel 
Antiga Kailimai 
Karl Kindig 
Partick & Karlene Lee 
Laura Leonberger 
W & N Mahoney 
Cynthia & Bruce Maryanoff 
Shoshana & Regan 
Matsumura 
Paul & Jan-Gee McCollam 
Susan McGovern 
Carl & Karen Miller 
Angela Moreno 
Nancy Moser 
Omar Narvaez 
Network for Good 
Richard Oba 
Jerry & Sandy Parsons 
Carol Peacock 
Thomas Pinkert 
Elizabeth Pullen 
Nick Raimondo 
Linda Sankovich 
Nella & Alan Silverman 
Marie Stuart 
Dr. Roger & Lydia Weiss 
Colleen Whitty 
Sharon Wilcox 
Fun Kuen Wu 
Wendy Yamashita 
Gary Yap

MAHALO TO OUR 
2023-25 SEASON SUPPORTERS

https://kamuelaphil.org
https://www.arts.gov/
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Connect with Us
Subscribe to our Keck Nation E-Newsletter to learn about:
Science Discoveries • Educational Events • Astronomy Talks

Mahalo to our sponsors Rob & Terry Ryan

Scan QR Code 
to Sign Up

https://www.keckobservatory.org/

