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FROM THE MAESTRO

Welcome, and Aloha to you all!

We have an amazing afternoon of symphonic music in store for you today. 
Greatness from Start to Finish really can have multiple meanings and 
connections for today’s concert. Starting with Haydn’s Symphony No. 1 
is a pretty good place to start. Known as the “Father of the Symphony,” 
experiencing what was such an early creation of the symphony form can truly 
showcase where we are headed not only through musicological history but 
also through our performance today.

Hearing the differences in timbre, form, phrasing, depths, and influences 
will definitely take us all on a marvelous journey. It is a perfect juxtaposition 
to that of Dvořák’s Eighth Symphony. For me, this symphony is second to 
none. It is not only a joy for me to conduct, but I have very fond memories of 
this piece as a bassist. For sure the fourth movement will exemplify some of 
my feelings for the work.

These two symphonies are going to be fantastic, but I’m the most 
excited about our guest artist. My amazingly talented wife, Rei Hotoda, 
will be performing a wondrous work by one of today’s most popular living 
composers: Jessie Montgomery. A whimsical yet technically driven work, 
this piece, sandwiched between two of the symphonic giants, will definitely 
present an incredible array of sounds and beauty from the Kahilu stage.

I am so glad you joined us, and I can’t wait to share all of this great music 
with you and all of our Philharmonic ‘ohana.

Mahalo, and enjoy the concert!

Brian Dollinger 
Artistic Director & Conductor 
conductor@kamuelaphil.org

  PIANO LESSON COUPON  
First Lesson Free   

Praccing Young Students (ages 6 to 18) get a weekly discount.              
Lessons are in Kailua-Kona. 

 

Sue Garrod   808-896-8171   susangarrod@yahoo.com 

mailto:conductor%40kamuelaphil.org?subject=Email%20From%20Concert%20Program
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Aloha, and mahalo for attending Greatness from Start to Finish, the third 
concert in our 2023-24 MasterWorks series. Today’s diverse program includes 
a seminal work from the beginning of the symphonic era, Haydn’s First 
Symphony, to an award-winning piece that was written within the past four 
years, Jessie Montgomery’s Rounds, to one of Maestro Dollinger’s personal 
favorite works by Antonín Dvořák; his Eighth Symphony. Oh, and did I 
mention Maestro Dollinger’s wife, Rei Hotoda is going to be the guest artist 
during the performance of Rounds? Today’s program has shaped up to be 
EXCELLENT! 

On a personal note, I wish I were with you all today, but alas, I am not. 
I qualified for the Nationals in Tennis in Mixed Doubles and am currently 
competing in a tournament—duty calls. However, I will definitely be there for 
the POPS! on Sunday, May 5, 2024, at the lovely Kahilu Theatre. Last year, the 
POPS! concert sold out, so I recommend you reserve your seat quickly.

Mahalo for all your support and we hope you enjoy yourselves this afternoon.

Dennis Yates

Kamuela Philharmonic Orchestra Society 
Board President

https://kamuelaphil.org/event/pops/
https://kamuelaphil.org/event/pops/
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FRANZ JOSEPH HAYDN     Symphony No. 1 in D major
I. Presto
II. Andante
III. Finale: Presto

JESSIE MONTGOMERY     Rounds for Piano and String Orchestra

Rei Hotoda, piano

— Intermission —

ANTONÍN DVOŘÁK      Symphony No. 8 in G major, op. 88
I. Allegro con brio
II. Adagio
III. Allegretto grazioso
IV. Allegro ma non troppo

This concert is made possible with support from Carol & Clive Davies,
Joanne & David Turner, and Other Friends of the Kamuela Philharmonic

CONNECT WITH US
Be the first to know about how we’re working to build the KPOS family. Join 
our mailing list at KamuelaPhil.org to receive information about KPOS 
events, programs, initiatives, and more.

Like us and follow us on Facebook and Instagram

https://KamuelaPhil.org
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PROGRAM NOTES

Jessie Montgomery – Rounds for Piano and String 
Orchestra

Rounds for Piano and Strings is one of Jessie Montgomery's 
most recent projects. Its first performances took place on 
March 27 and 28, 2022, and since then the piece has been 
taking the classical music world by storm, earning acclaim 
for its innovative approach to blending classical and 
contemporary musical elements. Most recently, Rounds 
took home the 2024 GRAMMY for Best Contemporary 
Classical Composition.

Born in New York City in 1981, the African-American composer, musician, and 
educator Jessie Montgomery has emerged as one of the most sought-after 
composers in classical music over the past few years and has become an 
extremely vital voice for her generation.

Franz Joseph Haydn – Symphony No. 1 in D major

Joseph Haydn’s First Symphony stands as a radiant 
beacon of musical innovation and ingenuity, crafted with 
the precision and elegance that define his musical genius. 
Composed during a period of transformative innovation 
in the late 18th century, this symphony heralds the dawn 
of a new era in orchestral composition, captivating 
audiences with its boundless creativity and emotive depth.

In this inaugural work, Haydn unveils a tapestry 
of melodic richness and orchestral intricacy that 

foreshadows the unparalleled brilliance he would bring to the world of 
classical music—he was prolific. The symphony's structure is meticulously 
crafted, with each movement seamlessly flowing into the next, creating a 
cohesive and immersive musical experience.

One cannot help but marvel at Haydn's innovative orchestration, as 
he deftly weaves together the diverse voices of the orchestra to create a 
symphonic palette of unparalleled richness and depth. The interplay between 
instruments is exquisite, with each section contributing its own unique voice 
to the symphonic tapestry.

It is a work of unparalleled beauty and brilliance and stands as a towering 
achievement in the annals of classical music. To experience this symphonic 
masterpiece is to embark on a journey through the very heart of musical 
genius—a journey that promises to inspire, uplift, and enrich the soul.

https://kamuelaphil.org
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Her music interweaves classical music with elements of vernacular music, 
improvisation, poetry, and social consciousness, making her an acute 
interpreter of 21st-century American sound and experience. Her profoundly 
felt works have been described as “turbulent, wildly colorful and exploding 
with life” (The Washington Post).

Rounds showcases Montgomery's skillful blending of different musical 
textures and genres. The piece is structured in rounds, a musical form where 
different voices or instruments enter at different times, creating layers of 
sound that intertwine and complement each other.

Montgomery's use of the piano as both a solo instrument and an integral 
part of the orchestral texture adds depth and richness to the composition. 
The strings provide a lush backdrop, supporting the piano melodies while 
also adding their own voice to the musical dialogue.

The composition is known for its dynamic contrasts, rhythmic vitality, 
and expressive melodies. Montgomery's use of syncopation and rhythmic 
patterns borrowed from jazz and other genres gives the music a lively and 
engaging quality.

Antonín Dvořák – Symphony No. 8 in G major, op. 
88

Antonín Dvořák’s Symphony No. 8 is a magnificent work 
that stands as one of the composer’s most vibrant and 
exuberant compositions. Completed in 1889, it reflects 
Dvořák’s deep connection to his Czech heritage while 
also showcasing his mastery of orchestration and 
thematic development. The symphony is often praised 
for its infectious melodies, rhythmic vitality, and colorful 
orchestration.

From the very opening bars, Dvořák captivates the listener with a sense 
of joyful energy that permeates the entire work. Each of the first three 
movements embody unique themes that are then woven together beautifully 
in the fourth and final movement, creating a sense of unity and cohesion that 
culminates in a thrilling finale.

Dvořák’s Eighth Symphony is a masterpiece of the Romantic orchestral 
repertoire, combining lush melodies, rhythmic vitality, and folk-inspired 
elements to create a work of enduring beauty and emotional depth. Its 
infectious energy and exuberant spirit make it a favorite among audiences 
and performers alike, ensuring its place as one of Dvořák’s most beloved 
symphonies.

https://kamuelaphil.org
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Conductor Rei Hotoda has been hailed 
as an inexhaustible dynamo with a 
deep commitment to reimagining the 
21st-century concert experience. Her 
vision can be seen through her thought-
provoking programming, passionate 
allyship to marginalized artists, 
advocacy for arts education, and an 
unwavering commitment to presenting 
many of today’s most notable American 
composers.

Rei has appeared as a guest 
conductor with several prestigious 
orchestras, including the Chicago 
Symphony Orchestra, the Dallas 
Symphony Orchestra, and the symphony 
orchestras of Toronto, Winnipeg, St. 
Louis, Detroit, Hawai‘i, and Utah, as well 
as the Civic Orchestra of Chicago, among 
others. Her interpretations of epic 
centerpieces of the classical canon, such 
as Shostakovich’s Symphony No. 8 and 
Britten’s War Requiem, make her one of 
the most sought-after conductors in the 
industry. She is a tireless advocate for 
the music of our time, and most recently 
conducted premieres by Derek Bermel, 
Juan Pablo Contreras, Kevin Day, Dinuk 
Wijeratne, John Wineglass, and Cynthia 
Lee Wong.

As a champion of living composers 
and an artist who is dedicated to amplifying marginalized voices, Rei’s 
innovative programming and interdisciplinary collaborations continue to 
position her as a leader among her peers. Across nearly every concert this 
past season, Rei has programmed works by black, indigenous, Hispanic, and 
women composers, including, Grażyna Bacewicz, Juan Pablo Contreras, 
Gabriela Lena Frank, Damien Geter, Adolphus Hailstork, Jennifer Higdon, 
Hannah Kendall, Arturo Márquez, Jessie Montgomery, Paola Prestini, Jerod 
Impichchaachaaha’ Tate, and Samuel Coleridge-Taylor.

Her success as the Music Director of the Fresno Philharmonic since 
2017 has resulted in the extension of her tenure through the 2025 season. 
She has worked tirelessly to build first-time and unique connections with 
the Fresno community with an eye toward reaching different audiences. 
Her programming continues to push through the preconceived notions of 

ABOUT REI HOTODA, GUEST ARTIST

Photo by Ellie Koleen

https://kamuelaphil.org
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ABOUT REI HOTODA, GUEST ARTIST

the classical concert-going experience. Through her tireless efforts, she 
has successfully broken down the barriers that often exist between artist 
and listener and repositioned the Fresno Philharmonic as a leader in the 
community it serves.

Rei is also an active and critically 
acclaimed keyboardist and embraces 
her time conducting from the piano and 
harpsichord. Last season she conducted both 
the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra and the 
Fresno Philharmonic from the keyboard in 
Mozart’s Concerto for Two Pianos in E-flat 
major.

Rei is the proud recipient of several 
prestigious awards, including the 2006 Taki-
Alsop Conducting Fellowship, created by 
Marin Alsop to mentor women conductors.

www.reihotoda.com 

Courtesy of the Fresno Philharmonic

https://kamuelaphil.org
http://www.reihotoda.com 
https://magicstrings.com/
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ABOUT OUR MAESTRO

In 2016, Maestro Dollinger was appointed the 
Artistic Director & Conductor for the Kamuela 
Philharmonic Orchestra. His charisma, energy, 
technical clarity, deep musical passion continues 
to inspire musicians and audiences alike across 
the country. He continues into his 20th season 
as the Conductor and Music Director of the 
Muscatine Symphony Orchestra as well as 
celebrating his 17th season with the Clinton 
Symphony Orchestra as their Music Director & 
Conductor.

Whether on the concert stage performing 
masterworks or pops, or in the orchestra pit 
conducting opera and ballet, his personable 
approach combined with his clear conducting 
technique have come together to create a 

fun, inviting, energetic, and enriching atmosphere at each rehearsal and 
performance. He has conducted a variety of orchestras including the 
Georgia Symphony Orchestra, Kamuela Philharmonic Orchestra, Quad Cities 
Symphony Orchestra, Northwest Indiana Symphony Orchestra, Marion 
Philharmonic Orchestra, Idaho Falls Symphony Orchestra, and Muncie 
Symphony Orchestra.

Maestro Dollinger has collaborated with various dance companies in 
standard and non-traditional performances. He has worked with small, local 
studios as well as larger regional companies like Peoria Ballet, Gateway 
Ballet, and the Quad Cities Ballet. Since his appointment to the Philharmonic 
he has joined forces with musicians and dancers from the West Hawai‘i Dance 
Theatre and Academy in performances of Tchaikovsky’s The Nutcracker. 
He has been appointed the Music Director & Conductor for the WHDT ballet 
orchestra.

Among his many interests, conducting staged performances of opera 
and musicals remains extra special for him. He has conducted many staged 
performances including Die Fledermaus, The Tenderland, Showboat, My Fair 
Lady, Gianni Schicci, and many more.

Maestro Dollinger is a frequent conductor and clinician for various youth 
string festivals, competitions, and workshops. When Mr. Dollinger is on 
Hawai‘i Island, he enjoys working with student ensembles as well as speaking 
to the youngest students about music. He was the guest conductor for the 
Illinois Music Educator’s District Festival held on the campus of Western 
Illinois University in November of 2018 and 2019. He conducted the IMEA 
District #3 Festival in 2019 as well. In March of 2019, he was the featured 
wind ensemble conductor at the NUIC Music Conference Festival. During 
the ’16-17 season, Maestro Dollinger was the guest conductor at the Iowa 
Junior Honors Festival held in Ames, Iowa. He has been invited on numerous 

Photo by Steven Roby

https://kamuelaphil.org
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ABOUT OUR MAESTRO

occasions to conduct at Illinois Music Educators Association events, including 
all-day festivals rehearsing, teaching, mentoring, and performing with some 
of the state’s best high school symphonic musicians. He was the conductor 
of the 2014 Metro Orchestra Festival in Cedar Rapids (IA) and was a guest 
clinician at the Jefferson Orchestra Invitational in 2016, which was also held 
in Cedar Rapids. Mr. Dollinger has been a recurrent guest conductor with the 
Northwest Indiana Youth Symphony Orchestra.

When here on Hawai‘i Island, Maestro Dollinger makes it a point to work 
with young musicians in their school environments. He has spent countless 
hours with music students all across the island as well as with young 
elementary school students. Mr. Dollinger has partnered with the Kailua-Kona 
Public Library and present a wide variety of music sessions with children 
of all ages.

During his studies, he has studied with many prestigious pedagogues. 
Larry Rachleff, Adrian Gnam, Leonid Korchmar, Manual Alvarez, and Glenn 
Block are but a few of his mentors. Mr. Dollinger has also been awarded a 
number of academic honors including induction into the Phi Kappa Lamda 
Honor Society.

Maestro Dollinger has a unique perspective for a symphony orchestra 
conductor, having served in the United States Marine Corps where he was a 
part of Operations Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom. During his time in 
the Marine Corps, he also took part in numerous humanitarian joint task force 
missions to impoverished Central American countries.

For more information about our Maestro, visit his personal web site at:  
www.briandollinger.com.

Photo by Danny Waddell

https://kamuelaphil.org
http://www.briandollinger.com.
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Artistic Director & Conductor
Brian Dollinger

Small Ensemble Coordinator 
Sandra Tran

Grant Manager 
Brenda McConnell

Education Coordinator 
Sharon Cannon

Marketing Consultant
Danny Waddell

Bookkeeper 
Najha Ray

ADMINISTRATION

Elizabeth Robinson
Julie Salis
Sandra Tran
Joanne Turner
Colleen Whitty

Sharon Cannon
Barbara Coffman
Mary Collier
Joanie Collins
Lori Huff
David Masunaga

ADVISORY COUNCIL
Directors
Kevin Fenner
Darren Hamilton
Heather Hamilton
Niel Thomas

Joel E. Gimpel
President Emeritus

Executive Committee
Dennis Yates
President

Binti Bailey
Vice President

David Turner
Treasurer

Theresa W. Ryan
Secretary

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

VIOLIN I
Ursula Vietze-Koehler
concertmaster
Jennifer Tiboris
Ae Kyong Yoon
Ray Broggini
Simona Gronic
Laurie Shimabukuro
Mai Kawahara Gochenouer

VIOLIN II
Joel Gimpel
Elise Doran
Cathy Young
Alden Young
Joanne Turner
Joanie Collins
Jennifer Haywood-Farmer

VIOLA
Susan McGovern
Gary Yap
Tyler Katsura
Valeriia Yoder
Marya Szaur

CELLO
Kelly Stuart
Ruth Miyamoto
Cheryl Lindley
Julie Salis
Meg Saunders

DOUBLE BASS
Delphina Dorrance
Sayuri Yamamoto

PIANO
Adrienne Cherry

FLUTE
Joanna Byng 
Barbara Coffman

OBOE
Dave Masunaga
Merry Kay Kiyan

CLARINET
Robbie Brown
David Turner

BASSOON
Lisa Wells
Wayne Kawakami

HORN
Jessica Dahlke
Colleen Whitty
Arianne Nakamura
Sara Kamibayshi

TRUMPET
Gary Ross
Josh Timmons

TROMBONE
Susan Garrod
Jenny Brown
Michael Smellie

TUBA
Gary Russell

TIMPANI
Sharon Cannon

ROSTER OF MUSICIANS

https://kamuelaphil.org


14 KAMUELAP H I L . O RG

Wilson Owens & Carolyn 
Smith
Joann Roberts
Dale & Kevin Ross
Dan & Judy Schermer
Debra Sims
Alan & Marcia Watt
Dee Wescott
Bailey Wharton

ANDANTE 
(UP TO $499)
Anonymous
Jim & Dawn Adams
Amia Adonai
Darlene Ashley
Peter & Ann Bosted
Ann & Richard Chiodini
Paul Dalquist
Tom Daniel
Howard & Norma Edelman
Donna Lee Gardner
Vivian Green
Richard Gilsdorf
Howard Gimpel
Joel Gimpel & Jan Rae
Robert Hastings
Todd Hackett
Arvilla Humphrey
Peter In
Antiga Kailimai
Karl Kindig
Partick & Karlene Lee
Karl Lizza
Shoshana & Regan 
Matsumura
Martin Mazzanti
Paul & Jan-Gee McCollam
Susan McGovern
Carl & Karen Miller
Cheryl Moore
Thomas Moore
Eugene Mulligan
Sara Nealy
Robert Nelson
James Ness
Network for Good

PRESTISSIMO  
($25,000 & ABOVE)
Dorrance Family Foundation
Ursula & Paul Koehler
Terry & Rob Ryan
Joanne & David Turner

PRESTO 
($10,000 TO $24,999)
Anonymous
Atherton Foundation
SFCA – Biennium Grant
County of Hawai‘i
Fred Dosher & Carol Greenwell
Hawai‘i Community Foundation
Laura Jane Musser Fund
Jim Monk
NEA – Challenge America Grant
John M. Ross Foundation
Serendipity Fund
Niel Thomas & Hermine Baker

VIVACE 
($5000 TO $9999)
Anonymous
Carol & Clive Davies
GiveGab

ALLEGRO 
($1000 TO $4999)
Binti Bailey
Annie Chan
Cathleen Keene
Linda Myers
William Schallenberg
Sue Welter 
Dennis & Julie Yates

MODERATO 
($500 TO $999)
Foodland Give Aloha Program
Michael & Ruth Bernstone
Joanie Collins
Steve & Lauralynn Ellison
Ann Hill
Pamela Livingston
Brenda McConnell & Sharon 
Cannon

Joyce O’Connor
Jerry & Sandy Parsons
Paul & Susan Prudler
Michael Rose
Margaret Sibley
Alan Silverman
Marie Stuart
Suzanne Skeeters
Dr. Melissa Thompson
Dr. Roger & Lydia Weiss
Wendy Yamashita
Gary Yap
Elizabeth Doran
Joe Chitwood & Kim 
Monke
JoAnn Freed
Pamela Frierson
Donald Gatwood
Paula Gillespie
Lloyd & Bridget Hannah
Cassandra Heil
Barbara Hughey
Karen Jonczak
Ethel Lunchick
Sandra McGrath
Susan Moss & William 
Sanborn
Yasuko & Kenneth 
Okagawa
M.K. & Polly Peterson
Raymond Wertheim

MAHALO TO OUR 
2020-24 SEASON SUPPORTERS

https://kamuelaphil.org
https://www.arts.gov/
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Connect with Us
Subscribe to our Keck Nation E-Newsletter to learn about:
Science Discoveries • Educational Events • Astronomy Talks

Mahalo to our sponsors Rob & Terry Ryan

Scan QR Code 
to Sign Up
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