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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
Aloha Kamuela Philharmonic Orchestra, Audience, and Friends!

Welcome to this very special concert featuring the young winners of 
our annual “Concerto Competition.” For eight years—begun under the 
founding director—Madeline Schatz, we have been providing a unique 
opportunity for young classical musicians in the state of Hawai‘i to 
showcase their playing abilities, with instruments of their choosing and 
a full orchestra. Using three age group classifications, and alternating 
between string and non-stringed instruments every other year, these 
remarkable performers help to give vision to the contribution of 
classical music as a viable and vital part of the performing arts for the 
next generation and beyond. 

We hope you enjoyed West Hawaii Dance Theatre and Academy’s  
holiday production of “The Nutcracker,” this time with live music 
provided by our own Kamuela Philharmonic Orchestra! Twenty-six 
musicians provided the delightful music for this demanding score, with 
many solo parts throughout, and performing this backup live music 
from the orchestra pit at the Kahilu Theatre—which until a few years 
ago was not known to exist! We hope your comments and support will 
allow collaboration in this way for other productions in our community 
which could be enhanced by live music! 

The Kamuela Philharmonic Orchestra and its musicians need your 
support in multiple ways. Financial contributions of any amount help 
fund our various activities and concerts. Underwriting a concert gives 
all the visibility you may wish to your business or foundation, and leaves 
us with more opportunities to look for other ways to bring music to our 
Island. Your comments to anyone on the Board of Directors, the Artistic 
Director, or our musicians are always taken seriously and shared with 
each other to understand better how we may continue to improve.  

Thank you for being a part of the Hawai‘i Island arts community, and 
for your support in so many ways! We hope you enjoy this very special 
concert and these fantastic young performers. 

Nancy L. Stephenson
President, KPO Board of Directors



FROM THE MAESTRO
Aloha and what a treat we have in store for you today!

Each concert season I am truly blessed to be able to showcase some of 
the best musical talent from our region. I believe that opportunities like 
our annual concerto competition add such a great incentive for these 
young musicians to strive for and ultimately achieve. The opportunity to 
perform with a full symphony orchestra can be, quite honestly, a once 
in a lifetime experience. I truly appreciate being a part of this life-long 
memory of each of our young competitors.

These musicians have spent long, dedicated hours practicing their skills 
in preparation for today, but the behind the scenes people are equally 
important to recognize. Parents and family, private teachers, and 
ensemble directors, all play a vital role in supporting these children’s 
dreams and providing access to music education. Mahalo nui loa to you 
all!

The beauty and history of this local region of Hawai‘i made a wonderful 
impression on me since my first trip to the island in 2015. Seeing the 
vast grazing fields, rolling hills, and mountains brought me to an 
inspired place that I hope to take you to, with the beautiful music of 
Dvořák and Copland.  

The entire Kamuela Philharmonic family is such a joy to work with, 
and I am continually encouraged and excited about what the future 
of symphonic music will be as we continue to grow musically and 
organizationally.

We are always looking to grow our KPO ‘ohana. If you would like to 
become more involved with the KPO, we would love to hear from you! 
And, as always, I hope you share today’s experience with all of your 
friends, neighbors, social media contacts, and “Letter to the Editors.”  

Enjoy all of our Hawai‘i talent on stage before you, and I look forward to 
chatting with you in the lobby after the performance.

Brian Dollinger
Artistic Director & Conductor

The creative spirit comes alive every day at ‘Iolani School.
With over 40 performing ensembles in our Performing Arts Department,

there is space for all students to discover their passion.

Come. Create with us.

To learn more about our programs
or to apply, visit www.iolani.org

Preparing Our Students For All of Life's Stages

“Music is the electrical soil in which the spirit
lives, thinks and invents.”

     Ludwig van Beethoven
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Mahalo nui loa to 
The Dorrance Family Foundation

as generous underwriters of today’s concert.

RUSTIC INSPIRATIONS
Suite in A major, op. 98b, “American”................................Antonín Dvořák 

(1841-1904)
I. Andante con moto
II. Allegro
III. Moderato (alla Pollacca)
IV. Andante
V. Allegro

Cello Concerto No. 4 in G major, op. 65, mvt. 3.............Georg Goltermann
 (1824-1898)

Celina Lim, cello

Symphonie Espagnole, op. 21, mvt. 1.....................................Édouard Lalo
 (1823-1892)

Allyson Kwong, violin

INTERMISSION

Cello Concerto in E minor, op. 85, mvt. 1...............................Edward Elgar
(1857-1934)

Joshua Chang, cello

Four Dance Episodes from “Rodeo”.....................................Aaron Copland 
(1900-1990)

I. Buckaroo Holiday
II. Corral Nocturne
III. Saturday Night Waltz
IV. Hoe-Down

PROGRAM NOTES
Suite in A major, op.98b, “American” 
by Antonín Dvořák

When Czech composer Antonín Dvořák traveled 
to America in 1892 one of his primary goals was 
to explore American folk melodies, including 
African-American spirituals and Native American 
music. Both his famous New World Symphony 
and the Suite in A contain music taken from these 
sources, as well as the Czech folk music he dis-

covered among immigrant populations there. Although Dvořák was not an 
American composer, the lyrical tunes of the music he created during his 
time in the country—using the traditional songs of his homeland and fiery 
folk rhymes—helped Americans develop a sense of their national style of 
music. 

Four Dance Episodes from “Rodeo”
by Aaron Copland

After the success of Appalachian Spring and Billy 
the Kid, “Dean of American Composers” Aaron 
Copland was reluctant to write another “cowboy” 
ballet.  Eventually, however, his ballet Rodeo suc-
cessfully allowed him to explore further his signa-
ture “populist” style, which many feel represents 
the vast American landscape and pioneer spirit. 

Rodeo is remembered now mainly for its four dance episodes Buckaroo 
Holiday, Corral Nocturne, Saturday Night Waltz, and especially Hoe-Down—
which has been recorded by rock group Emerson, Lake & Palmer and used 
as a background theme for rock tours, advertisements, TV shows, films and 
even the 2002 Winter Olympics.



CONDUCTOR BIO
Brian Dollinger is the Conductor and Artistic Director of the 
Kamuela Philharmonic. His personable approach combined with 
his clear conducting technique have come together to create a fun, 
inviting, energetic, and enriching atmosphere at each rehearsal and 
performance.

Maestro Dollinger is also in his fourteenth season as the Music Director 
for the Muscatine Symphony Orchestra as well as the Conductor 
and Music Director of the Clinton Symphony Orchestra where he 
has conducted for eleven seasons. He has conducted a variety of 
orchestras including the Georgia Symphony Orchestra, Quad Cities 
Symphony Orchestra, Northwest Indiana Symphony Orchestra, Marion 
Philharmonic Orchestra, Idaho Falls Symphony Orchestra, and Muncie 
Symphony Orchestra among others. In 2008, he was invited to conduct 
the Łomżyńska Orkiestra Kameralna in Łomża, Poland.           

During the summer of 2014, Mr. Dollinger made his debut as conductor 
for the summer opera program of the Genesius Guild. He has conducted 
performances of Die Fledermaus by Johann Strauss as well as Puccini’s 
Gianni Schicchi, Aaron Copland’s The Tender Land, Samuel Barber’s A 
Hand of Bridge, and Gian Carlo Menotti’s The Telephone, and The Old 
Maid and the Thief to rave reviews.

Maestro Dollinger has collaborated with various dance companies in 
standard and non-traditional performances. He has worked with small, 
local studios as well as larger regional companies like Peoria Ballet, 
Gateway Ballet, and the Quad Cities Ballet. In December 2017 he joined 
forces with musicians from the Kamuela Philharmonic and the West 
Hawaii Dance Theatre in performances of Tchaikovsky’s The Nutcracker.

Maestro Dollinger has a passion for teaching, conducting, and 
mentoring young musicians. This has led to a number of conducting 
positions with educational institutions and organizations. These include 
Bradley University, Central Illinois Youth Symphony, Illinois Wesleyan 
Civic Orchestra, Ball State University Symphony Orchestra, and the 
East Central Indiana Youth Symphony Orchestra. He has also been a 
frequent guest conductor with the Northwest Indiana Youth Symphony 
Orchestra. While on the Hawai‘i Island, he frequently works with 
student music ensembles of various age and ability levels.

Dollinger is a frequent conductor and clinician for various youth string 

festivals, competitions, and workshops. He was the conductor of the 
2017 Iowa Junior All-State Honors Orchestra in Ames. He has also been 
invited on numerous occasions to conduct at Illinois Music Educators 
Association events, including adjudications, all-day festivals rehearsing, 
teaching, mentoring and performing with some of the state’s best high 
school symphonic musicians.

During his studies, he has studied with many prestigious pedagogues.  
Larry Rachleff, Adrian Gnam, Leonid Korchmar, Manual Alvarez, and 
Glenn Block are but a few of his mentors. Maestro Dollinger has also 
been awarded a number of academic honors including induction into 
the Phi Kappa Lamda Honor Society.

Among his many musical experiences and accolades, Maestro Dollinger 
is a veteran of the United States Marine Corps in which he proudly 
served from 1998-2006 as a Combat Engineer. 

Mr. Dollinger is the proud husband of Rei Hotoda and father to Arianna, 
Constantine, and Sophie Ann.



VIOLIN I
Ursula Vietze, concertmaster
Kaycee Parker
Ray Broggini
Richard Lee
Izzy Matsumoto
Joanie Collins
Rumi Reeves

VIOLIN II
Joel Gimpel
Elizabeth Robinson
Jessica Salerno- Woodbury
Joanne Turner
Mary Collier
Eric Takasugi
Jennifer Haywood-Farmer
Linda Walton

VIOLA
Susan McGovern
Cathy Young
Gary Yap
Marya Szaur
Tyler Katsura
Ramona Cannon

CELLO
Herb Mahelona
Michael Cripps
Kaori Mitani
Julie Salis
Monica Luat
Jing Jing Tsong

BASS
Delphina Dorrance
Shawn Leavey
Brian Crist

FLUTE
Susanella Noble
Barbara Coffman
Cheryl Shine, piccolo

OBOE
David Masunaga
Merry Kay Kiyan

CLARINET
Elan Kobel
David Turner
Melissa Thompson

BASSOON
Lisa Wells
Wayne Kawakami

HORN
Alyssa Lassiter
Sara Kamibayashi 
Jessica Dahlke 
Colleen Whitty

TRUMPET
Andrea Lindborg
Armando Mendoza
Charles O’Kelly

TROMBONE
Frank Musacchio
Susan Garrod
Kenneth Santiago

TUBA
Garry Russell

TIMPANI
Sharon Cannon

PERCUSSION
Diesel Tucker
Eric Jaeger
Bernaldo Evangelista

HARP
Tatyana Shapiro

PIANO
Cheryl “Quack” Moore

KAMUELA PHILHARMONIC
MUSICIANS

COMPETITION WINNERS
Celina Lim, 11, a 7th-grade student at Punahou School, 
has studied cello with Nancy Masaki of Honolulu for the 
last five years. She has played cello in the Hawaii Youth 
Symphony for most of that time but wanted to do some-
thing different now that her playing is more advanced. 
The possibility of performing as a soloist with the 
Kamuela Philharmonic Orchestra inspired her to enter 
the competition. She picked the Goltermann concerto 

to play because it is a fast-paced, happy piece, which she feels reflects her 
personality. Goltermann, a German cellist and composer of the 1800’s, wrote 
eight cello concertos that are widely studied by students to learn technique 
and gain a basic understanding of the concerto, and learning this piece has 
helped Lim make progress on those goals. Lim’s lively, engaging manner also 
makes her solo performance very enjoyable.

Allyson Kwong, 16, a 10th-grade student at Punahou 
School, has studied violin with Sheryl Shohet of Hono-
lulu since she was three years old. She is a member of 
the Hawaii Youth Symphony, also plays in the Punahou 
School Symphony, and participates in the school’s quar-
tet program. Kwong has been working on her perfor-
mance as a soloist since participating in the competition 
two years ago, and is thrilled to have finally won. To her, 

the Lalo concerto is different from standard violin solo repertoire because of 
its Spanish influence, and she feels that the beautiful melodies in the piece, 
with their varying moods, colors, and tempos, give her an opportunity to 
shine. Playing with the orchestra is exciting to her, and she believes the whole 
experience will improve her skills as a musician. 

Joshua Chang, 18, is also a student of Nancy Masaki. He 
started playing cello in the 7th-grade and has studied 
with her for the last five years. He graduated from Roos-
evelt High School in May and is currently studying music 
with Dr. I-Bei Lin at UH Mānoa. Chang has played with 
the Hawaii Youth Symphony, UH Contemporary Ensem-
ble, and UH Orchestra. He loves the Elgar Cello Concerto 
and has been practicing it intensively for the last year, 

so his performance of the piece displays outstanding technique and a vibrant 
sound. Since Chang hopes to become a professional performer, both he and 
his teachers are grateful for the opportunity to perform with the Kamuela 
Philharmonic.



MAHALO TO OUR 
17-18 SEASON SUPPORTERS
PRESTISSIMO 
($25,000 & ABOVE)
The Turner Trust 
Dorrance Foundation

VIVACE 
($5000 TO $9999)
Bank of Hawaii
HCF (Luella Spadaro

ALLEGRO 
($1000 TO $4999)
Hawai‘i Electric Light Company
Clive & Carol Davies
Paul E. Koehler
Hawai‘i Community Foundation
Cathleen J Keene
St. James Parish
James Monk
Niel Thomas & Hermine Baker
Nancy Stephenson

MODERATO
($500 TO $999)
Peter Bosted
Kirk Landry Ohana
Russell & Dana Arakaki
Barbara Schmidt
Elizabeth Weidman
Honokaa United Methodist Church

ANDANTE
($100 TO $499)
Robert Nelson
Joel & Jan Gimpel
Peter F. & Julia B. Lester
George W. Winchell
Robin & Ken Key
Roger & Lydia Weiss

ANDANTE CONTINUED
($100 TO $499)
Michael & Ruth Bernstone
Carl & Karen Miller
Con Amor Foundation
Nancy Oft & Michael R. Rose
S.R. Wexler
Monica Adjemian
Howard & Norma Edelman
Susan Ernst
Murray & Donna Lee Gardner
Ray & Joan Jackson
Gene & Dorothy Short
Debra R Sims
Stanley & Marcia Wishnick
Donna Cherrier
Richard & Carol Gilsdorf
Bruce & Kathleen Wilson
Vicki J Rowe
Tom & Alice Daniel
Sam & Sue Gingrich
Bob & Jan Strecker
West Hawaii Association of Realtors
Dick & Barbara Walker
Gary Yap
Foodland Give Aloha (Matching)
Foodland Give Aloha (Donations)
Robert Nelson
Roy & Sachie Ohata
Steve Ellison

LARGO 
(UP TO $25)
Mary Armstrong & Ross Fulmer
Vivienne & Michael Aronowitz
Gail Lewis
Carola Soder-Johnson
Ginger & Harry Miller
Jean Bassen
Gloria Juan
Lorraine Kohn

KAMUELA 
PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Nancy Stephenson, President
George Winchell, Treasurer
Sharon Cannon, Secretary

Paul Koehler
David Turner

Susanella Noble
Joanne Turner
Dan Schermer

ADVISORY COUNCIL

Carol Brown
Barbara Coffman, Volunteer Coordinator

Mary Collier
Kevin Fenner
Joel Gimpel
Julie Salis

Niel Thomas
Cathy Young

STAFF

Brian Dollinger, Artistic Director and Conductor
Brenda McConnell, Director of Advancement

Danny Waddell, Marketing Consultant
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Exceptional interiors designed to embrace
and harmonize with the beauty of Hawaii.

KAMUELA INN
    T imeless  Charm 

      
      

     
     

     
     

     
     

      Upcountry  Hospitality

Newly renovated 
Executive Suites 

sleep up to 6. 

Call today to book a room!  Toll-Free: 1-800-555-8968
65-1300 Kawaihae Rd.  Waimea, HI 96743

W W W. T H E K A M U E L A I N N . C O M

“The hidden jewel 
                in the quaint town of Waimea.” - Trip Advisor

Kitchenette & 
Deluxe Suites are 

also available. 

BOOK with

PROMO CODE:

K P O 2 0 1 8
for free gift upon check-in



Don’t miss out! 
Extraordinary opportunity to own an exceptional full size Kawai Concert Grand 
Piano. The piano is immaculate. The fi nish is excellent; the rosewood is absolutely 
gorgeous. Purchased in 1976 by a musical family, this instrument has been lovingly 
cared for. The sound is rich and full, not brassy or bright. 

Model KG-8C. Serial Number 877853 Appraised at $50 -$55K. Asking $45K. 

Piano is in Hawaii on the Big Island. Questions? Please call 206-619-9220.

     Lunch 11:30am-2:30pm 
  Dinner 5:30pm-9:00pm  
            

                  CLOSED  
 

    TUESDAYS 
                & 
               SATURDAYS 
 

       www.LunaWaimea.com 
 PASSIONATE about Fresh Local Italian-Style Cuisine 

And PROUD supporter of Slow Food USA 
 

808-887-1313 
 
 

Waimea (KTA) Shopping Center          
65-1158 Mamalahoa Highway                        
Waimea (Kamuela), Big Island  
Hawaii  96743 
                                                               



NATIONAL EXPERIENCE.
LOCAL EXPERTISE.

75-5722 Kuakini Highway, #215 | Kailua-Kona, HI 96740
Phone:(808) 327-3700 | Fax:(866) 745-2082

65-1279 Kawaihae Road, #110 | Kamuela, HI 96743
Phone:(808) 887-0717 | Fax:(808) 566-0224

Old Republic Title is a dynamic 
and reliable leader in the title 

insurance industry, committed to 
providing our clients with the 

highest level of service available.

visit us online at www.ortc.com/hawaii

Mahalo for your business and  
Enjoy the performance! 

 
“ We highly recommend Steven to all of our friends and family in need of a 
professional real estate agent. He helped make our purchase a great 
experience. ” 
     David and Joanne Turner, 
     Members- Kamuela Philharmonic Orchestra 

Steven J. Ellison,CRS  
RS- 54260 
808-936-3000 
www.Kona-RealEstate.com 
TOP PRODUCER 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016  
Clark Realty Keauhou 
Serving our clients since 1994 
 
 
 
      
 

  
 
 
  

 
 

 

Keauhou Shopping Center  
78-6831 #170 Alii Drive 
Kailua-Kona, Hi  
www.Clarkhawaii.com 



	
Healthways II  

provides 
the  Waimea 

community the 
finest quality 
fresh, natural, 
and organic 
whole foods, 

nutritional 
supplements 

and body care 
products.   Parker	Ranch	Shopping	Center	

808-885-6775		

Randy Ripley
R E A LTO R (S ) ,  R S -78 41 2

808.209.6244   
RandyRipley@HawaiiLife.com 

RandyRipley.com  |  HawaiiLife.com

Let my passion for this island 
paradise and years of successful 

experience be your trusted guide for 
all your residential real estate needs.

Hawai‘i Island  
Real Estate 
Lives Here

Remarkable Flair
IGNACE
JANG

Program
Mozart – Overture: Cosi fan tutte, K. 588

Elgar – Salut d’amour, op. 12
Mendelssohn – Violin Concerto in E min, op. 64
Beethoven – Symphony No. 8 in F maj, op. 93

TICKETS AT
KAMUELAPHIL.ORG

KAHILUTHEATRE.ORG
808.885.6868

KAHILU THEATRE 
67-1186 LINDSEY RD, KAMUELA, HI 96743

SUNDAY, MARCH 25, 4PM

featuring HSO concertmaster

SEASON
FINALE





KAMUELA PHILHARMONIC
FUNDRAISER

Hawai‘i Symphony Orchestra Concertmaster

IGNACE JANG
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 28, 5 - 7:00 PM
Program includes 
Debussy’s “Clair de Lune,” 
Stampone's “Mi Amigo 
Cholo (tango),” Sarasate’s 
“Carmen Fantasy” and 
more!

Where
Private estate in
Kailua-Kona
Price
$80 – wine and pupus 
included

Tickets
www.KamuelaPhil.org

Kamuela Philharmonic is a 501(c)(3) nonproift organization


