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FROM THE MAESTRO
Aloha and welcome to the 2019-20 MasterWorks Concert Season of the 
Kamuela Philharmonic! 

The entire KPO organization and I are incredibly excited about the 
concert season we have in store for you. Concerts highlighting so many 
different facets of the symphonic repertoire are on tap for you and your family 
and friends.

A dear friend and long-time supporter of the KPO and its outreach to 
students, today’s guest artist, Thomas Yee, is here on-stage to bring one of the most beloved and 
well-known piano concertos to life. The opening measures of this work by Tchaikovsky are iconic 
on their own, but then the sweeping, technical lines of the piano will take your breath away.

With 2020 right around the corner, orchestras around the globe are preparing for the 
anniversary year of Beethoven’s birth. The KPO will undoubtedly be partaking in some of this 
master composer’s great works throughout this season. From his overtures to concerti and 
symphonies, Beethoven left an indelible mark on all music genres that were to follow.

In September, we had an incredible group of young musicians compete in this year’s 
Madeline Schatz-Harris Youth Concerto Competition, and any one of them could’ve been the 
winner. But the judges had to pick one from each age category, and I promise you, you will be 
"wowed" in January at the Innocent Beginnings concert.

One of my favorite things to do when programming a concert season, is "connecting the 
dots" between symphonic music and other art forms. In March, we will do just that. Connecting 
music to literature will be presented with works inspired by folklore, Shakespeare, J.R.R. Tolkien, 
and others. Music from the classical repertoire and movies will bridge yet another art form.

It is my hope that you will enjoy today’s performance and share your experience with 
everyone you meet!

Brian Dollinger
Artistic Director & Conductor
conductor@kamuelaphil.org

808.885.6822
LUNCH:  11:30AM - 2:00PM 

DINNER: 5:00PM - 9:00PM
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YEE & TCHAIKOVSKY
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2019  |  2:00PM

PYOTR ILYICH TCHAIKOVSKY
Piano Concerto No. 1 in Bb minor, op. 23

 Thomas Yee, pianist

— INTERMISSION —

JEAN SIBELIUS 
Symphony No. 2 in D major, op. 43

PROGRAM NOTES
PIANO CONCERTO NO. 1 IN B MINOR, OP. 23
Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky 

The talent of Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky (1840–1893) was recognized from an 
early age, and despite his early personal, financial and artistic struggles, 
with the help of wealthy admirers he managed to become a very successful 
teacher, music critic and composer. The sponsorship of Tsar Alexander I led 
to the widespread popularity of Tchaikovsky’s compositions, including the 

1812 Overture and the opera Eugene Onegin, both in Russia and abroad. His ballets, including 
Swan Lake, The Sleeping Beauty and The Nutcracker Suite became audience favorites and set new 
standards for the role of music in classical ballet. When his fame as a composer grew outside of 
Russia, Tchaikovsky conquered lifelong stage fright to become a sought after international guest 
conductor. He used his fame to promote Russian music, introducing his own works and those 
of other Russian composers to wider audiences. Appealing directly to the heart, his graceful, 
emotional music serves as a portrait of the great composer himself.

Tchikovsky’s Piano Concerto No. 1 in B flat minor, Op. 23, composed in 1874–1875, was 
initially rejected as incompetent and unplayable by the pianist he wanted to perform it—Nicolai 
Rubinstein. But when it premiered in Boston on October 25, 1875, with German pianist Hans 
von Bülow, who was on a tour of the United States, at the keyboard, the audience loved the 
piece so much they asked the soloist to repeat it. (Tchaikovsky later dedicated the work to his 
admirer, von Bülow.) By the time it premiered in Moscow in 1875, Rubenstein, who had come to 
appreciate the concerto, conducted that performance with Sergei Taneyev as the soloist, and 
later performed it as a soloist himself throughout Europe. 

As with many of Tchaikovsky’s compositions, themes from well known European folk songs 
are incorporated in the work—Ukrainian in the first movement and first theme of the finale, 
French in the middle section, and Russian in the second theme of the finale. The concerto follows 
the traditional three movement form. However, the first movement starts in B flat Minor and 
then switches to a passionate lyrical melody in the "wrong" key, D flat , before the introduction 
ends and it returns to the original key. This unusual progression may have sounded awkward 
to conservative musicians like Rubenstein at first, but somehow Tchaikovsky uses this opening 
melody to subtly tie together the core elements of the whole work, demonstrating his genius as 
a composer. Although the piece has passages that challenge the abilities of even the greatest 
piano virtuoso, it is now among the best known of all piano concertos, and most popular of 
Tchaikovsky’s compositions. It is hailed as a masterpiece.  



SYMPHONY NO. 2 IN D MAJOR, OP. 43
Jean Sibelius 

Jean Sibelius (1865–1957), a native of Finland, showed considerable natural 
ability as a composer and violinist from the age of 14. After being encouraged 
to pursue his talents, and building a repertoire of several well-known violin 
concertos, he pursued his studies in both violin and composition in Berlin.  
It was there that Sibelius was exposed to the music of German composers 

such as Richard Strauss, Beethoven, and Brahms. Many of his later compositions showed that 
influence. Sibelius was drawn back to Finland in 1891, where he was caught up with the artists, 
writers, and musicians advocating the independence of Finalnd from occupying Russia. In 
support of this cause, he composed his first major symphony based on the Finnish national 
epic, the Kalevala. The success of the his First Symphony and other nationalistic works such as 
the atmospheric tome poems The Swan of Tuonela and Finlandia earned him fame beyond the 
borders of Finland. His very name evoked images of fjords and bitter cold, and he soon came to 
be considered the musical voice of all of Scandanavia. His bold and unconventional compositions 
were often compared in character to the works of his contemporary, Gustav Mahler. His seven 
symphonies, tone poems, operas, songs, and plentiful chamber music works showed his 
musical genius.

Sibelius began composing his Second Symphony during a trip to Italy in 1901. He eventually 
dedicated the work to his benefactor Baron Axel Carpelan, who assisted him in arranging travel 
to Florence and Rapallo, where he rented a studio and sketched out what he considered several 
separate compositions. Following his return to Finland, he realized these sketches could be 
joined together as a full-fledged symphony which he premiered in Helsinki on March 8, 1902. This 
symphony departed from the musical conventions of the day—exposition of a theme, followed 
by development and recapitulation—and was considered somewhat daring. It’s pastoral themes 
interrupted by passages that suggest grave concern, and terrible outbursts, followed by proud 
defiance, all seemed to evolve organically as the piece marches forward. 

The first movement takes bits and pieces, and joins them into something whole and 
compelling. The second movement has a slow, sustained lyricism, and the third movement is 
brief, hurried, and expectant. Then the fourth movement unfolds with increasing power and 
majesty, until it soars gloriously to the broad chords of the Finale—leaving the listener feeling 
that this is what they were waiting for all along. 
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Thomas Yee from Newfoundland and Labrador, Canada, has won First 
Prizes in over 20 national and international competitions. Most recently, Dr. 
Yee earned an unprecedented distinction from his alma mater, Memorial 
University of Newfoundland: he was presented with the Horizon Award for 
Lifetime Achievement under the age of 35 for extraordinary professional, 
volunteer, and academic achievement. Highlights of his career include 
winning top prizes at the Josef Hofmann International Piano Competition 
where he was also awarded a special prize for the best performance of the 
imposed piece, Ludmilla Kneskova International Piano Competition where 

he also won a special prize for best etude, Le Tremplin International (International Stepping 
Stone) where he also won a special prize for best contemporary work, Canadian Federation of 
Music Teachers Association Schubert Recital Competition, Concours de Musique du Canada, 
Young Artists Concert Tour Series Competition, and the Eastman-Hamamatsu Piano Competition 
among others.

Dr. Yee earned his Bachelor of Music degree from Memorial University of Newfoundland 
where he studied with Maureen Volk and received the University Medal for Academic Excellence. 
He received his Master of Music degree from the University of Colorado at Boulder where he 
studied with Angela Cheng and Alvin Chow. He earned his Doctor of Musical Arts degree in Piano 
Performance and Literature from the Eastman School of Music where he studied with and was 
teaching assistant of Nelita True. He has also studied at the Guildhall School of Music and Drama 
in London and Peabody Conservatory of Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore.

Dr. Yee has performed as guest soloist with orchestras throughout Canada and the United 
States and has performed extensively as soloist, chamber musician, and collaborative artist. 
He was Guest Artist and Juror at the Besparmak International Piano Competition and Festival 
in Cyprus. Notable past engagements included a performance of George Gershwin’s Rhapsody 
in Blue with the Honolulu Symphony and the Tchaikovsky Concerto with the UH Symphony 
Orchestra. Recent engagements include a performance of Liszt’s Totentanz with the UH Band, 
Grieg Concerto with the Hawai’i Youth Symphony, Tchaikovsky Concerto with the Newfoundland 
Symphony Orchestra, a concert tour of China and an upcoming tour of Taiwan. Dr. Yee has 
received generous financial assistance from the Liberace Foundation, Canada Council, 
Newfoundland and Labrador Arts Council, University of Hawai’i Research Council, and the 
College of Arts and Humanities.

ABOUT THOMAS YEEPROGRAM NOTES

CONNECT WITH US
Be the first to know about how we’re working to build the KPO family. Join our mailing list at 
KamuelaPhil.org to receive information about KPO events, programs, initiatives, and more.

Like us and follow us on Facebook and Instagram!
Facebook.com KamuelaPhilharmonicOrchestra
Instagram@kamuela.philharmonic
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In 2016, Maestro Dollinger was appointed the new Artistic Director & 
Conductor for the Kamuela Philharmonic Orchestra. He was also recently 
appointed Music Director & Conductor for the Hawai‘i-based ballet company, 
West Hawaii Dance Theatre. His charisma, energy, technical clarity, and deep 
musical passion continue to inspire musicians and audiences alike across 
the country. Mr. Dollinger is in his 16th season as the Conductor and Music 
Director of the Muscatine Symphony Orchestra, and his 13th season with the 
Clinton Symphony Orchestra as Music Director & Conductor.

Whether on the concert stage performing masterworks or pops, or in 
the orchestra pit conducting opera and ballet, his personable approach combined with his clear 
conducting technique have come together to create a fun, inviting, energetic, and enriching 
atmosphere at each rehearsal and performance. He has conducted a variety of orchestras 
including the Georgia Symphony Orchestra, our own Kamuela Philharmonic Orchestra, Quad 
Cities Symphony Orchestra, Northwest Indiana Symphony Orchestra, Marion Philharmonic 
Orchestra, Idaho Falls Symphony Orchestra, and Muncie Symphony Orchestra. 

During the summer of 2014, Mr. Dollinger made his debut as conductor for the summer 
opera program of the Genesius Guild. He conducted numerous successful performances of the 
operetta Die Fledermaus by Johann Strauss. In 2015, Mr. Dollinger returned to conduct, with 
great success, the 2015 summer performances of Puccini’s Gianni Schicchi at Lincoln Park in Rock 
Island (IL). He has subsequently returned to conduct performances of Copland's The Tenderland 
and a trio of operatic gems: The Telephone, Old Maid and the Thief, and A Hand of Bridge. Maestro 
Dollinger has also conducted performances of numerous other staged productions including 
Music Man, Showboat, My Fair Lady, Dido and Aeneas, and Muscatine! The Musical—a world 
premiere work orchestrated by the award-winning composer, Robert Sadin.

Mr. Dollinger has a passion for teaching, conducting, and mentoring young musicians. This 
has led to a number of conducting positions with educational institutions and organizations. 
These include Bradley University, Central Illinois Youth Symphony, Illinois Wesleyan Civic 
Orchestra, Ball State University Symphony Orchestra, and the East Central Indiana Youth 
Symphony Orchestra. 

Maestro Dollinger is a frequent conductor and clinician for various youth string festivals, 
competitions, and workshops. He was guest conductor for the Illinois Music Educator's District 
Festival held on the campus of Western Illinois University in November 2018. In March 2019, he 
was the featured wind ensemble conductor at the NUIC Music Conference Festival. During the 
2016-17 season, Maestro Dollinger was the guest conductor at the Iowa Junior Honors Festival 
held in Ames, Iowa. He has been invited on numerous occasions to conduct at Illinois Music 
Educators Association events, including rehearsing, teaching, mentoring and performing with 
some of the state's best high school symphonic musicians at all-day festivals. In Cedar Rapids 
in 2014, Mr. Dollinger was the conductor of Metro Orchestra Festival and in 2016 he was a 
guest clinician at the Jefferson Orchestra Invitational. Mr. Dollinger has been a recurrent guest 
conductor with the Northwest Indiana Youth Symphony Orchestra.

He has studied with many prestigious pedagogues. Larry Rachleff, Adrian Gnam, John 
Farrer, Dick Brossé, Toshiyuki Shimada, Leonid Korchmar, Manual Alvarez, and Glenn Block are a 
few of his mentors. Mr. Dollinger has also been awarded a number of academic honors including 
induction into the Phi Kappa Lambda Honor Society.

He is the proud husband of fellow conductor, Rei Hotoda, and father to Arianna, 
Constantine, and Sophie-Ann.

ABOUT OUR MAESTRO



VIOLIN I
Ursula Vietze Koehler, concertmaster
Jennifer Tiboris 
Ae Kyong Yoon
Richard Lee
Elizabeth Robinson 
Kayla Uchida
Cathy Young
Joanie Collins

VIOLIN II
Joel Gimpel 
Eric Takasugi
Ray Broggini
Jessica Salerno-Woodbury 
Joanne Turner
Mary Collier
Jennifer Haywood-Farmer

VIOLA
Susan McGovern
Gary Yap
Marya Szaur
Ramona Cannon

YEE & TCHAIKOVSKY ROSTER

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

ADVISORY COUNCIL

ADMINISTRATION
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Daniel Lucas
Joshua Change
Kelly Stuart
Julie Salis
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Delphina Dorrance
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Diana Webb
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Barbara Coffman
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Merry Kay Kiyan 
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David Turner
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Lisa Wells
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HORN
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Sara Kamibayashi
Bill Sever 

TRUMPET
Gary Ross
Charles O'Kelly
Michaeloha Elam

TROMBONE
Susan Garrod
Jenny Brown
Kenneth Santiago

TUBA
Garry Russell

TIMPANI
Sharon Cannon

Executive Commitee
Kevin D. Fenner, President
Joel Gimpel, Vice President
Dan Schermer, Treasurer
Joel Gimpel, Interim Secretary

Directors
Sharon Cannon
Susanella Noble
David Turner
Joanne Turner

Barbara Coffman
Mary Collier
Paul Koehler
Susan McGovern

Julie Salis
Judy Schermer
Niel Thomas
George Winchell

Artistic Director and Conductor
Brian Dollinger

Director of Advancement
Brenda McConnell

Marketing
Danny Waddell
The Bam Bam Agency

Volunteer Coordinator
Crissy Khuen
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PRESTISSIMO  
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Atherton Family Foundation
The Dorrance Family Foundation
Friends of KPO
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Bank of Hawai‘i
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County of Hawai‘i
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Cathleen J. Keene
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Nancy Stephenson
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Ray & Lana Huntington
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Marymor Family Fund
Nancy Oft & Michael R. Rose
Dan & Judy Schermer
Barbara & Robert Schmidt
Melissa Thompson
Amy Taniguchi
Barbara Walsh
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($100 TO $499)
Ann Bennett
Marilyn & Carl Bernhardt
Michael & Ruth Bernstone
Denise & Bill Blesso
Heidi Bogart
Carol & John Buck
David Cass
Joanie Colins
Con Amor Foundation
Rosemarie Cottle
Tom & Alice Daniel
William & Barbara Davis
Ardy & Art Dreshfield
Christine Drews
Kim Driggs
Howard & Norma Edelman
Steve & Lauralynn Ellison
Friends of KPO
Richard & Carol Gilsdorf
Joel Gimpel & Jan Rae
Vivian Green
John Paul Isaacson
Randall YM Kam & Lesley Brey
Mazie & Robert Kozuki
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Jo Ann & Solon Barbis
Glenn Fernandez
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“ We highly recommend Steven to all of our friends and family in need of a 
professional real estate agent. He helped make our purchase a great 
experience. ” 
     David and Joanne Turner, 
     Members- Kamuela Philharmonic Orchestra 
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