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FROM THE MAESTRO

Welcome to KPO POPS! An overall true fan favorite, pops music has the 
uncanny ability to draw in audience members that have never been to a live 
symphony performance. The very nature of the type of music performed at a 
pops concert, along with the inherent ‘relaxed’ atmosphere, is a combination 
that new listeners are attracted to. If you are new to our audience, “WELCOME!” 
We are delighted you are here with us today.

This afternoon’s performance has a connection to this weekend’s holiday 
of ‘Armed Forces Day.’ All things Americana—whether they are medleys 
created and written by American composers, genuinely American stories 
being told, or even iconic animated friends that have entertained for decades; 
this concert will be fun and celebratory.

Thank you to our incredibly generous donors for their support in making 
today’s performance a reality. And thank you to our Hawai‘i Island soloists 
(and emcee) who bring all of it together for you.

We have an incredible 2023-24 season coming up, and you’ll want to 
secure your season tickets quickly when they go on sale.

Thank you for your continued support of the Philharmonic and all arts 
organizations across this wonderful island.  I hope that you enjoy today’s fun 
KPO POPS! concert.

Mahalo nui loa,
 
Brian Dollinger 
Artistic Director & Conductor 
conductor@kamuelaphil.org

https://kamuelaphil.org


FROM THE PRESIDENT

Many mahalos to the Koehlers for their generous donation that made this 
POPS! concert, the last full orchestra concert of our 2022-23 season, and the 
last of my tenure as President of the Kamuela Philharmonic Board, possible. 

We’ve come a long way since our first performance 19 years ago, with 14 
string players in HPA’s Gates Auditorium, under the direction of our founder, 
Madeline Schatz-Harris. I was proud to be one of those 14 musicians, several 
of whom are still with us, making beautiful music for the residents of, and 
visitors to our lovely island.

Today, we’re celebrating many of our favorite American composers, 
including George Gershwin, Henry Mancini, Aaron Copland, Leroy Anderson, 
Calvin Custer, Jerry Brubaker, and John Williams, as well as observing Armed 
Forces Day with music that you’ll surely recognize and enjoy.

So, sit back, relax, and enjoy a Sunday afternoon of beautiful music.

Joel E. Gimpel 
Kamuela Philharmonic Orchestra Society 
Board President

https://magicstrings.com/


George Gershwin – “Strike Up the Band”

George Gershwin – “An American in Paris Suite”

Henry Mancini – “Moon River”  
Binti Bailey, vocalist

Aaron Copland – “Hoedown”

Victor Lopez – “Impossible Dream”  
Ursula Vietze, violinist

Leroy Anderson – “Serenata”

 
— Intermission — 

Calvin Custer – “A Salute to the Big Apple”

Georges Bizet – “Habenera” from Carmen 
Ursula Vietze, violinist

Calvin Custer – “My Funny Valentine” 
Binti Bailey, vocalist

Jerry Brubaker – “What’s Up at the Symphony”

Victor Lopez – “Journey’s Greatest Hits”

Robert Lowden – “Armed Forces Salute” 
Binti Bailey, vocal

John Williams – “Star Wars:  The Force Awakens”

POPS! is made possible by Paul and Ursula Koehler

POPS!
Brian Dollinger, Artistic Director & Conductor
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FEATURED PERFORMERS

Binti Bailey is a professional 
Hawai‘i Island musician and vocalist 
heavily involved in local community 
events and outreach. Binti is a 
true triple threat. You may have 
already seen her singing, dancing, 
and acting in local productions and 
events around the island. Her pure 
connection to music can be felt during 
each and every performance, leaving 
audiences in awe.

Binti's love for music began in 
her childhood church, where she first 
started singing. She then went on to 
study flute and piano in elementary 

Ursula Vietze is the 
concertmaster and one of the 
cofounders of the Kamuela 
Philharmonic Orchestra. She has been 
creating beautiful music with the 
Philharmonic since the Orchestra's 
inception in 2004, and her passion for 
music has only grown stronger over 
the years.

Ursula is an accomplished 
musician and is also the founder and 
manager of Magic Strings. This music 
group provides quality string music 
for weddings and special events at 
all of Hawai‘i Island's major hotels 
and resorts. Her extensive experience 

in the music industry includes playing with many different orchestras in 
Germany, including the prestigious Johann Strauss Orchestra. In the United 
States, she's been a member of the Pittsburgh Opera and Ballet Orchestras 
and has played with the Honolulu Symphony, Maui Symphony, and Maui Pops.

Ursula's musical journey began at the Conservatory of Music in Frankfurt, 
Germany, where she studied and honed her craft. Her passion for music has 
taken her around the world, but since 1989, she's called Hawai‘i her home. 
Ursula is a proud violin and piano teacher and facilitates lessons out of her 
Kona Music Studio. Some of her students are even performing in today’s 
concert!

Photo by Steven Roby

https://kamuelaphil.org
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FEATURED PERFORMERS

school and continued her involvement in music throughout high school and 
college, performing in various community and collegiate events. During this 
time, Binti began to focus more on her vocal training.

Before moving to Hawai‘i Island in 2010, Binti performed with an all-
female band based in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Since then, Binti has 
become integral to the Hawai‘i Island music scene. She teaches vocals with 
the Big Island Music Academy and, in 2020, led a vocal class at Innovations 
Public Charter School.

Binti's involvement with the Aloha Theatre has been extensive, including 
acting, vocal directing, and choreographing various productions. She has also 
performed professionally at venues across Hawai‘i Island, O‘ahu, and Maui, 
showcasing her versatility in genres ranging from jazz and soul to rock and 
roll and gospel. Binti is also the music director at the Lutheran Church of the 
Holy Trinity in Kona.

In addition to her impressive music career, Binti has been working as a 
Physical Therapist Assistant for over 14 years. She also just happens to be on 
the Philharmonic's Board of Directors.

https://kamuelaphil.org
https://www.thekamuelainn.com/
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Set in seven different languages and drawing from a 
spectrum of musical influences, Jubilate Deo brings to 

  life the traditional Psalm 100 text, 

 “O be joyful in the Lord, all ye land.”

            Composer Dan Forrest 
            will be in attendance.

Sunday, June 4, 2023  •  4:00 pm
Hilton Waikoloa Village Resort Grand Ballroom

$35 General • $50 Reserved • $10 Youth
Validated parking: $10

Tickets available at konachoralsociety.org 
or at the door

Set in seven different languages and drawing from a 
spectrum of musical influences, Jubilate Deo brings to 

  life the traditional Psalm 100 text, 

 “O be joyful in the Lord, all ye land.”

            Composer Dan Forrest 
            will be in attendance.

Sunday, June 4, 2023  •  4:00 pm
Hilton Waikoloa Village Resort Grand Ballroom

$35 General • $50 Reserved • $10 Youth
Validated parking: $10

Tickets available at konachoralsociety.org 
or at the door

https://kamuelaphil.org
https://konachoralsociety.org/
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ABOUT OUR MAESTRO
In 2016, Maestro Dollinger was 
appointed the Artistic Director 
& Conductor for the Kamuela 
Philharmonic Orchestra. His charisma, 
energy, technical clarity, and deep 
musical passion continues to inspire 
musicians and audiences alike across 
the country. He continues into his 19th 
season as the Conductor and Music 
Director of the Muscatine Symphony 
Orchestra as well as celebrating 
his 16th season with the Clinton 
Symphony Orchestra as their Music 
Director and Conductor.

Whether on the concert stage 
performing masterworks or pops, or 
in the orchestra pit conducting opera 

and ballet, his personable approach combined with his clear conducting 
technique have come together to create a fun, inviting, energetic, and 
enriching atmosphere at each rehearsal and performance. He has conducted 
a variety of orchestras including the Georgia Symphony Orchestra, Kamuela 
Philharmonic Orchestra, Quad Cities Symphony Orchestra, Northwest Indiana 
Symphony Orchestra, Marion Philharmonic Orchestra, Idaho Falls Symphony 
Orchestra, and Muncie Symphony Orchestra.

Maestro Dollinger has collaborated with various dance companies in 
standard and non-traditional performances. He has worked with small, local 
studios as well as larger regional companies like Peoria Ballet, Gateway 
Ballet, and the Quad Cities Ballet. Since his appointment to the Philharmonic 
he has joined forces with musicians and dancers from the West Hawai‘i 
Dance Theatre (WHDT) and Academy in performances of Tchaikovsky’s The 
Nutcracker. He has been appointed the Music Director and Conductor for the 
WHDT ballet orchestra.

Among his many interests, conducting staged performances of opera 
and musicals remains extra special for him. He has conducted many staged 
performances including Die Fledermaus, The Tenderland, Showboat, My Fair 
Lady, Gianni Schicci, and many more.

When here on Hawai‘i Island, Maestro Dollinger makes it a point to work 
with young musicians in their school environments. He has spent countless 
hours with music students all across the island, as well as with young 
elementary school students. Mr. Dollinger has partnered with the Kailua-Kona 
Public Library and presented a wide variety of music sessions with children 
of all ages.

For more information about our Maestro, visit www.briandollinger.com.

Photo by Steven Roby

https://kamuelaphil.org
http://www.briandollinger.com
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Artistic Director & Conductor
Brian Dollinger

Small Ensemble Coordinator 
Sandra Tran

Grant Manager 
Brenda McConnell

Bookkeeper 
Najha Ray

Marketing Consultant
Danny Waddell

ADMINISTRATION

Elizabeth Robinson
Julie Salis
Sandra Tran
Joanne Turner
Colleen Whitty

Barbara Coffman
Mary Collier
Joanie Collins
Lori Huff
David Masunaga

ADVISORY COUNCIL
Binti Bailey
Sharon Cannon
Kevin Fenner
Paul Koehler
Dan Schermer
Niel Thomas

Executive Committee
Joel E. Gimpel

President
Dennis Yates

Vice President
David Turner

Treasurer
Theresa W. Ryan

Secretary

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

VIOLIN I
Ursula Vietze Koehler, 
concertmaster
Jennifer Tiboris
Richard Lee
Ae Kyong Yoon
Kayla Uchida 
Samuel Chen

VIOLIN II
Joel Gimpel
Jessica Salerno-Woodbury
Joanne Turner
Mary Collier
Joanie Collins

VIOLA
Susan McGovern
Gary Yap
Marya Szaur
Theresa W. Ryan

CELLO
Kelly Stuart
Cheryl Lindley
Julie Salis
Meg Saunders

DOUBLE BASS
Delphina Dorrance

PIANO
Adrienne Cherry

FLUTE
Barbara Coffman
JoAnna Byng

OBOE
Dave Masunaga
Merry Kay Kiyan

TUBA
Garry Russell

CLARINET
Robbie Brown
David Turner
Melissa Thompson,  
bass clarinet

BASSOON
Lisa Wells
Wayne Kawakami

HORN
Jessica Dahlke
Colleen Whitty
Sara Kamibayashi
Ethan Stanfield

TRUMPET
Gary Ross
Charley O’Kelly
Josh Timmons

TROMBONE
Aaron Wright
Jenny Brown
Michael Smellie

TIMPANI
Sharon Cannon

PERCUSSION
Diesel Tucker
Larry Boucher
Kiera Ida Ayu

ROSTER OF MUSICIANS

https://kamuelaphil.org


Michael & Ruth Bernstone
Joanie Collins
Steve & Lauralynn Ellison
Wilson Owens
Joann Roberts
Debra Sims
Alan & Marcia Watt
Dee Wescott

ANDANTE 
($100 TO $499)
Anonymous
Peter & Ann Bosted
Paul Dalquist
Tom Daniel
Howard & Norma Edelman
Donna Lee Gardner
Richard Gilsdorf
Joel Gimpel & Jan Rae
Robert Hastings
Todd Hackett
Arvilla Humphrey
Peter In
Karl Lizza
Shoshana & Regan 
Matsumura
Martin Mazzanti
Brenda McConnell & 
Sharon Cannon
Carl & Karen Miller
Cheryl Moore
Thomas Moore
Eugene Mulligan
Sara Nealy
Robert Nelson
James Ness
Network for Good

PRESTISSIMO  
($25,000 & ABOVE)
Dorrance Family Foundation
Ursula & Paul Koehler
Terry & Rob Ryan
Joanne & David Turner

PRESTO 
($10,000 TO $24,999)
Biennium Grant, State of 
Hawaii
County of Hawaii
The Laura Jane Musser Fund
Jim Monk & Betty Eavis
Hawai‘i State Foundation on 
Culture and Arts (gosmart.org)

VIVACE 
($5000 TO $9999)
Anonymous
Carol & Clive Davies
Fred Dosher & Carol Greenwell
GiveGab
Hawaii Community 
Foundation, Serendipity Fund
John M. Ross Foundation
Niel Thomas & Hermine Baker

ALLEGRO 
($1000 TO $4999)
Binti Bailey
Cathleen Keene
Linda Myers 
Dennis & Julie Yates

MODERATO 
($500 TO $999)
Foodland Give Aloha Program

Joyce O’Connor
Paul & Susan Prudler
Michael Rose
Alan Silverman
Marie Stuart
Suzanne Skeeters
Dr. Melissa Thompson
Dr. Roger & Lydia Weiss
Bailey Wharton
Wendy Yamashita
Gary Yap

(UP TO $99)
Joe Chitwood & Kim 
Monke
JoAnn Freed
Pamela Frierson
Donald Gatwood
Paula Gillespie
Lloyd & Bridget Hannah
Cassandra Heil
Barbara Hughey
Karen Jonczak
Pamela Livingston
Ethel Lunchick
Sandra McGrath
Susan Moss & William 
Sanborn
Yasuko & Kenneth 
Okagawa
M.K. & Polly Peterson
Raymond Wertheim

MAHALO TO OUR 
2020-23 SEASON SUPPORTERS

CONNECT WITH US
Be the first to know about how we’re working to build the KPOS family. Join 
our mailing list at KamuelaPhil.org to receive information about KPOS 
events, programs, initiatives, and more.

Like us and follow us on Facebook and Instagram!
Facebook.com KamuelaPhilharmonicOrchestra
Instagram@kamuela.philharmonic



www.keckobservatory.org  |  808.885.7887

Discover How Far Your Curiosity Will Take You
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Connect with Us
Subscribe to our Keck Nation E-Newsletter to learn about:
Science Discoveries • Educational Events • Astronomy Talks

Mahalo to our sponsors Rob & Terry Ryan

Scan QR Code 
to Sign Up

https://www.keckobservatory.org/

