


THE ARTS 
MATTER.

Your source for arts and culture 
programming from around the globe.

 hawaiipublicradio |   @WeAreHPR 
Free mobile app “hpr”

hawaiipublicradio.org

IS YOUR HOME FOR
CLASSICAL MUSIC

KIPH 88.3, KIPM 89.7,
KAHU 91.3, K239BV 95.7

K283CR 104.5

IS NEWS, TALK, 
ENTERTAINMENT, JAZZ, 
BLUES, AND WORLD MUSIC
KANO 89.1, KKUA 90.7, 
KHPH 88.7, K235CN 94.9

Thank you for supporting the 
Kamuela Philharmonic Orchestra.



FROM THE MAESTRO

Aloha, and welcome to today’s fantastic MasterWorks concert, Brilliant.
 I have been looking forward to this particular performance for over two years. The 

pieces you will hear today are unequivocally two of the most masterful compositions 
in the symphonic repertoire. Dvorák and Brahms have an incredible catalogue of 
music that is just as vibrant, emotionally deep, and exciting today as they were when 
originally written.

Bringing a world-renowned virtuosic violinist to the stage of the Kahilu Theatre 
is what I’m most eager to share with you today. Sirena Huang is one of the fastest-
rising stars in the world of classical music. The inaugural winner of the Elmar Oliveira 
International Violin Competition and this fall’s winner of the 11th Quadrennial 
International Violin Competition of Indianapolis are but two of a long line of 
competition successes.

Her violin playing will astound you, and if you are able to share a moment or two 
chatting with her, you’ll quickly realize what an amazing personality she is—a dynamic 
“one-two” punch for a rising artist.

I am also looking ahead to our Pops! concert in May. A very Americana feel and 
celebration of American music and composers will be on tap. We’ll also be featuring 
some Big Island talents during this performance. Our concertmaster Ursula Vietze and 
singer Binti Bailey will bring a variety of spirited tunes to life for you.

I want to thank you for being part of this magnificent concert season, and I eagerly 
look forward to meeting and chatting with you in the lobby after today’s performance.

Mahalo nui loa,
 
Brian Dollinger 
Artistic Director & Conductor 
conductor@kamuelaphil.org

https://kamuelaphil.org/event/pops/


FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear friends of the Kamuela Philharmonic,
Welcome to Brilliant, the third MasterWorks concert of our 2022-23 season. We 

are proud and pleased to present Symphony No. 1, in C minor, by Johannes Brahms, 
and Antonín Dvorák’s Violin Concerto in A minor, featuring the renowned violinist 
Sirena Huang. These two masterpieces are beautiful and challenging mainstays of the 
romantic period of classical music.

Brahms started working on his first symphony in 1859, and after several years of 
hiatus, he resumed work in 1874. The first production took place in 1876.
In 1879, Antonín Dvorák began composing his violin concerto and made final revisions 
in May 1880 after receiving suggestions from Joachim, a master violinist of the time 
who was also one of Brahms’s closest friends.

This season marks our first full season of live concerts at the Kahilu Theatre since 
the onset of the COVID pandemic. We are excited to conclude it with a Pops Concert 
featuring local performing artists alongside the Philharmonic on Sunday, May 21, at 2 
pm, right here at the Kahilu Theatre. We encourage you to reserve your seats as soon 
as possible.

We are pleased to inform you that the free programs presented by small 
ensembles of KPOS musicians in various public venues around the island will continue 
as long as funding is available. Additionally, we remain committed to providing 
orchestral music education and instruction to our island’s keiki with our Musical 
Education programs because we know that musical training and knowledge improves 
student performance in math and science while enhancing their ability to work 
together and cooperate on joint projects.

We hope you enjoy the beautiful music of Brahms and Dvorák. Mahalo for your 
continued support of the Kamuela Philharmonic Orchestra.

Joel E. Gimpel 
Kamuela Philharmonic Orchestra Society 
Board President
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JOHANNES BRAHMS
Symphony No. 1 in C minor, op. 69

I. Un poco sostenuto – Allegro
II. Andante sostenuto

III. Un poco Allegretto e grazioso
IV. Adagio – Più Andante – Allegro non troppo, ma con brio

— Intermission —

ANTONÍN DVORÁK
Violin Concerto in A minor, op. 53

I. Allegro ma non troppo
II. Adagio ma non troppo

III. Allegro giocoso, ma non troppo

Sirena Huang, violinist

Brilliant is made possible with co-sponsorship by
Carol & Clive Davies, Jim Monk & Betty Eavis,
Joanne & David Turner, and
Other Friends of the Kamuela Philharmonic.

Brilliant
Brian Dollinger, Artistic Director & Conductor

https://kamuelaphil.org
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PROGRAM NOTES

AntonÍn Dvorák – Violin Concerto in A minor, op. 53

Antonín Dvorák's Violin Concerto in A minor, op. 53, is considered one of the 
most beloved violin concertos in the classical repertoire. Commissioned by 
renowned Czech violinist Joseph Joachim, the concerto was composed in 
1879, during a particularly fruitful period in Dvorák's career. At the time of its 
composition, Dvorák was one of the leading composers in Europe, and his 
music was gaining increasing popularity both at home and abroad.

Dvorák's Violin Concerto is a beautiful and expressive work characterized 
by rich harmonies, lush melodies, and brilliant orchestration. It is also notable 
for its use of Czech folk melodies, which are woven into the fabric of the 
piece. This incorporation of folk music was a hallmark of Dvorák's style and 
an important part of his effort to create a distinctive Czech national music.

The concerto is in three movements, each showcasing the solo violinist's 
virtuosity. The opening Allegro ma non troppo is marked by a lyrical and 
expansive violin melody that is played against a rich orchestral backdrop. The 
second movement, Adagio ma non troppo, is a slow and introspective Adagio 
that features a hauntingly beautiful violin melody. The final movement, 
Finale: Allegro giocoso, ma non troppo, is a lively and energetic Allegro that 
brings the concerto to a thrilling conclusion.

Johannes Brahms – Symphony No. 1 in C minor, op. 68

Johannes Brahms's Symphony No. 1 is one of the most significant works 
of the Romantic era and is considered one of the greatest symphonies ever 
written. It was composed between 1855 and 1876 and premiered in 1876.

The symphony is in four movements, with a duration of approximately 
45 minutes. The first movement, marked Un poco sostenuto - Allegro, 
begins with a slow introduction, which sets the stage for the dramatic 
and passionate Allegro that follows. The movement is characterized by its 
sweeping melodies, dynamic contrasts, and rich orchestration.

The second movement, marked Andante sostenuto, is a serene and 
introspective interlude that features a solo cello and a lyrical theme passed 
among the strings. The third movement, marked Un poco allegretto e 
grazioso, is a lighter scherzo that offers a contrast to the intense drama of 
the first two movements. The fourth and final movement, marked Adagio 
- Allegro non troppo, ma con brio, is a powerful and triumphant finale that 
brings the work to a thrilling conclusion.

Brahms's Symphony No. 1 is known for its lush orchestration, expansive 
melodies, and dramatic intensity. It is often seen as a reflection of Brahms's 
struggle to emerge from the shadow of Beethoven, whose influence can be 
heard throughout the work. Despite this, Brahms's Symphony No. 1 stands 
as a masterpiece in its own right, and a testament to the enduring power and 
beauty of orchestral music.

https://kamuelaphil.org
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Despite its quality and popularity, Dvorák's Violin Concerto did not receive 
the same level of acclaim as some of his other works during his lifetime. It was 
not until several decades after his death that the piece began to gain wider 
recognition and appreciation. Today, it is regarded as one of the greatest 
works in the violin repertoire and continues to be a favorite of both musicians 
and audiences.

Sign up for your fi rst 2 FREE sessions!
www.waimeayoga.com/vasper/

Chelsea Croy
www.waimeayoga.com

(808) 937-4613
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ABOUT SIRENA HUANG, 
Violinist

Praised by The Baltimore Sun for her 
"impeccable technique…deeply expressive 
phrasing…and poetic weight,"

Sirena Huang is one of her generation's 
most celebrated violinists. She brings 
technical brilliance and powerful artistry to 
the stage and a profound sense of connection 
to her audience.

Sirena has been the recipient of 
numerous accolades and awards. She is the 
2022 Gold Medalist of the 11th Quadrennial 
International Violin Competition of 
Indianapolis, and was also awarded eight of 

the eleven special prizes. In 2017, she was awarded First Prize at the Elmar 
Oliveira International Violin Competition, and later that year, she was the 
winner of the New York Concert Artist Worldwide Debut Audition. In 2009, 
she won First Prize Gold Medalist of the 6th International Tchaikovsky 
Competition for Young Musicians. She won First Prize and the Audience 
Award at the Cooper International Competition in 2011. That same year, 
she was also named the first Artist-in-Residence of the Hartford Symphony 
Orchestra. In 2013, she was awarded the Hannloser Prize for Violin at the 
Verbier Music Festival in Switzerland. She is also a top prize winner at the 
Singapore International Violin Competition as well as the Shanghai Isaac 
Stern International Violin Competition.

Sirena made her solo debut with the National Taiwan Symphony 
Orchestra in 2004 at the age of nine and has performed in twenty countries 
across three continents. She has been featured as a soloist with more than 
fifty prestigious ensembles, including the New York Philharmonic, Cleveland 
Orchestra, Indianapolis, Baltimore, Shanghai, Russian, and Singapore 
symphony orchestras, and the Staatskapelle Weimar in Germany. She has 
performed in leading venues, including Berliner Philharmonie, Carnegie Hall, 
Lincoln Center, The Kennedy Center, the Kravis Center, Esplanade-Theatres 
on the Bay, Shanghai Concert Hall, and the Taiwan National Concert Hall, 
among many others. She has appeared as a guest artist at the Verbier Music 
Festival, Marlboro Music Festival, Ravinia Music Festival, Aspen Music Festival, 
Newport Music Festival, Music in the Mountains Festival, Eastern Music 
Festival, Sarasota Arts Series, "The Great Music for a Great City" series in New 
York City, and many others.
Motivated by a deep wish to inspire peace and harmony with her music, 
Sirena has performed before world leaders, thinkers, and humanitarians. She 
has appeared at the World Peace Conference held in Petra and at the Opening 
Ceremony of the "Forum 2000 World Conference" in Prague.

In addition to her TED Talk in 2006, Sirena has been featured on 
numerous radio and television broadcasts, including WQXR's McGraw-Hill 

https://kamuelaphil.org
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Young Artists Showcase, and NPR's From the Top as well as interviews with 
WNPR, CNBC, WTNH, WTIC, WB20, and Beethoven Radio.

Sirena performs on a Guarneri del Gesù violin, Cremona 1739 
"Kortschak," which is on loan from Dr. Ryuji Ueno and Rare Violins In 
Consortium, Artists and Benefactors Collaborative.

ABOUT OUR MAESTRO
In 2016, Maestro Dollinger was appointed the Artistic 
Director & Conductor for the Kamuela Philharmonic 
Orchestra. His charisma, energy, technical clarity, deep 
musical passion continues to inspire musicians and 
audiences alike across the country. He continues into 
his 19th season as the Conductor and Music Director 
of the Muscatine Symphony Orchestra as well as 
celebrating his 16th season with the Clinton Symphony 
Orchestra as their Music Director & Conductor.

Whether on the concert stage performing masterworks or pops, or in 
the orchestra pit conducting opera and ballet, his personable approach 
combined with his clear conducting technique have come together to 
create a fun, inviting, energetic, and enriching atmosphere at each rehearsal 
and performance. He has conducted a variety of orchestras including the 
Georgia Symphony Orchestra, Kamuela Philharmonic Orchestra, Quad Cities 
Symphony Orchestra, Northwest Indiana Symphony Orchestra, Marion 
Philharmonic Orchestra, Idaho Falls Symphony Orchestra, and Muncie 
Symphony Orchestra.

Maestro Dollinger has collaborated with various dance companies in 
standard and non-traditional performances. He has worked with small, local 
studios as well as larger regional companies like Peoria Ballet, Gateway 
Ballet, and the Quad Cities Ballet. Since his appointment to the Philharmonic 
he has joined forces with musicians and dancers from the West Hawai‘i Dance 
Theatre and Academy in performances of Tchaikovsky’s The Nutcracker. 
He has been appointed the Music Director & Conductor for the WHDT ballet 
orchestra.

Among his many interests, conducting staged performances of opera 
and musicals remains extra special for him. He has conducted many staged 
performances including Die Fledermaus, The Tenderland, Showboat, My Fair 
Lady, Gianni Schicci, and many more.

When here on Hawai‘i Island, Maestro Dollinger makes it a point to work 
with young musicians in their school environments. He has spent countless 
hours with music students all across the island, as well as with young 
elementary school students. Mr. Dollinger has partnered with the Kailua-Kona 
Public Library and presented a wide variety of music sessions with children of 
all ages.

For more information about our Maestro, visit www.briandollinger.com.

https://kamuelaphil.org
http://www.briandollinger.com
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Artistic Director & Conductor
Brian Dollinger

Small Ensemble Coordinator 
Sandra Tran

Grant Consultant 
Brenda McConnell

Bookkeeper 
Najha Ray

Marketing Consultant
Danny Waddell

ADMINISTRATION

Elizabeth Robinson
Julie Salis
Sandra Tran
Joanne Turner
Colleen Whitty

Barbara Coffman
Mary Collier
Joanie Collins
Lori Huff
David Masunaga

ADVISORY COUNCIL
Binti Bailey
Sharon Cannon
Kevin Fenner
Paul Koehler
Dan Schermer
Niel Thomas

Executive Committee
Joel E. Gimpel

President
Dennis Yates

Vice President
David Turner

Treasurer
Theresa W. Ryan

Secretary

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

VIOLIN I
Ursula Vietze Koehler, 
concertmaster
Jennifer Tiboris
Richard Lee
Ae Kyong Yoon
Kayla Uchida 
Simona Gronic

VIOLIN II
Joel Gimpel
Elise Doran
Jessica Salerno-Woodbury
Joanne Turner
Mary Collier
Joanie Collins
Jennifer Haywood-Farmer
Tyler Tucker

VIOLA
Susan McGovern
Gary Yap
Tyler Katsura
Marya Szaur

CELLO
Kelly Stuart
Cheryl Lindley
Julie Salis
Meg Saunders

DOUBLE BASS
Delphina Dorrance
Sayuri Yamamoto

FLUTE
Barbara Coffman
JoAnna Byng

OBOE
Dave Masunaga
Merry Kay Kiyan

CLARINET
Robbie Brown
David Turner
Melissa Thompson

BASSOON
Lisa Wells
Wayne Kawakami
Bill Lamden, contrabassoon

HORN
Jessica Dahlke
Colleen Whitty
Sara Kamibayashi
Marie Lickwar

TRUMPET
Gary Ross
Charley O’Kelly

TROMBONE
Susan Garrod
Jenny Brown
Michael Smellie

TUBA
Garry Russell

TIMPANI
Sharon Cannon

ROSTER OF MUSICIANS

https://kamuelaphil.org


Steve & Lauralynn Ellison
Wilson Owens
Joann Roberts
Debra Sims
Alan & Marcia Watt
Dee Wescott

ANDANTE 
($100 TO $499)
Anonymous
Peter & Ann Bosted
Paul Dalquist
Tom Daniel
Howard & Norma Edelman
Donna Lee Gardner
Richard Gilsdorf
Joel Gimpel & Jan Rae
Robert Hastings
Todd Hackett
Arvilla Humphrey
Peter In
Karl Lizza
Shoshana & Regan 
Matsumura
Martin Mazzanti
Brenda McConnell & 
Sharon Cannon
Carl & Karen Miller
Cheryl Moore
Thomas Moore
Eugene Mulligan
Sara Nealy
Robert Nelson
James Ness
Network for Good
Joyce O’Connor

PRESTISSIMO  
($25,000 & ABOVE)
Dorrance Family Foundation
Terry & Rob Ryan
Joanne & David Turner

PRESTO 
($10,000 TO $24,999)
Biennium Grant, State of 
Hawaii
Ursula & Paul Koehler
The Laura Jane Musser Fund
Jim Monk & Betty Eavis

VIVACE 
($5000 TO $9999)
Anonymous
Carol & Clive Davies
Fred Dosher & Carol Greenwell
GiveGab
Hawaii Community 
Foundation, Serendipity Fund
John M. Ross Foundation
Niel Thomas & Hermine Baker

ALLEGRO 
($1000 TO $4999)
Binti Bailey
Cathleen Keene
Linda Myers 
Dennis & Julie Yates

MODERATO 
($500 TO $999)
Foodland Give Aloha Program
Michael & Ruth Bernstone
Joanie Collins

Paul & Susan Prudler
Michael Rose
Alan Silverman
Marie Stuart
Suzanne Skeeters
Dr. Melissa Thompson
Dr. Roger & Lydia Weiss
Bailey Wharton
Wendy Yamashita
Gary Yap

(UP TO $99)
Joe Chitwood & Kim 
Monke
JoAnn Freed
Pamela Frierson
Donald Gatwood
Paula Gillespie
Lloyd & Bridget Hannah
Cassandra Heil
Barbara Hughey
Karen Jonczak
Pamela Livingston
Ethel Lunchick
Sandra McGrath
Susan Moss & William 
Sanborn
Yasuko & Kenneth 
Okagawa
M.K. & Polly Peterson
Raymond Wertheim

MAHALO TO OUR 
2020-23 SEASON SUPPORTERS

CONNECT WITH US
Be the first to know about how we’re working to build the KPOS family. Join 
our mailing list at KamuelaPhil.org to receive information about KPOS 
events, programs, initiatives, and more.

Like us and follow us on Facebook and Instagram!
Facebook.com KamuelaPhilharmonicOrchestra
Instagram@kamuela.philharmonic
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